
1

IAC38
NEWSLETTER

April 2019

in this issue...
President’s report............1
April meeting notice.......10
Stratolaunch first flight..11
Calendar..........................16
Join/renew form.............20

We must be having loads of fun because time is flying like 
an Extra 330! I can’t believe it’s the end of April! 

The most recent and exciting news is that several of us 
just returned from the 2019 Hammerhead Roundup in 
Borrego Springs. Competing were our two Gurus, Dave 
Watson and Howard Kirker, as well as Josh Horwich, 
Cade Boeger, Jake Carter, Mike Egan, and myself (my 
first ever IAC competition!). Everyone came home with 
clinkys and/or wood……(I’m talking about trophies!) 

Cade took home the first-place Sportsman and best 
Grassroots trophies. Howard was 1st in Intermediate in his 
Great Lakes (I know you all are SO shocked by this ;-). 
Dave placed 3rd in Unlimited and I was 3rd in Primary. Josh 
and Jake came in a VERY close 4th in Intermediate and 

President’s report
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Sportsman, respectively, but each took home 
medals for individual flights. But wait…..there’s 
more! Chapter 38 won the Chapter Trophy and 
Team Evil Empire brought home the Highest 
Scoring Flight School Trophy. With all of the extra 
weight in the airplanes from our winnings, we had 
to leave one person behind! :-p

In other very exciting news, our wonderful Beth 
Stanton scooped the story on the Stratolaunch at 
Mojave Air and Space Port! If you have not seen 
Beth’s video and posts on Facebook of this – DO 
IT! It is unbelievable! And with over 250,000 hits on 
her page, apparently lots of others think so too! 

(continued)
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I’m sure many of you are aware of our frustrations 
with obtaining the box waiver renewal at Tracy 
(Dave submitted the paperwork to the FSDO in 
September; more than 5 months before the 
renewal date which was the end of Feb.)! Since the 
FAA’s slogan is “We’re not happy until you’re not 
happy” – and we are definitely NOT HAPPY – we 
expect that we will receive the waiver renewal any 
day now. However, we do not anticipate we will 
have it on time for our April Chapter meeting. As 
per Dave’s e-mail last week our meeting will be a 

critique day on SATURDAY, APRIL 27th at DELANO 
from 10:00 to 16:00.	 If you plan to attend, please  
RSVP to	 Dave or myself know so we can plan 
accordingly. In Delano we can also plan our protest 
outside the Oakland FSDO!

Chapter 38’s contest at Coalinga is fast 
approaching – and I know you are all practicing 
and getting ready to represent the Chapter at the 
contest! The contest will be held May 31 and June 
1, with practice on Wed, May 29 for those that 

(continued)
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come early to help set up  and official practice day 
on Thursday, May 30. Registration is open NOW!

For those of you who are not planning to compete 
but would still like to be involved – we need all 
hands on deck! For those of you who are 
competing, I know these are long (and probably hot 
days) but please also plan to help out in between 
your flights. In order to put on a great contest we 
need people generous enough to volunteer their 
time. If you plan to have friends and/ or family, it 
would be awesome if they would also be willing to 
pitch in where they can. If you or any friends are 
willing to help out, please e-mail myself, Brennon 
York (brennon.york@gmail.com), Tom Meyers 
(tom.myers@stanfordalumni.org), or Dave Watson 

(davewatson5877@gmail.com) for planning 
purposes.

We are in the process of selecting and designing 
the shirts for Coalinga. They  will be polo shirts and 
we have ladies cut shirts available as well. If you 
have registered and will be competing, please 
e-mail me your shirt size if you want to ensure you 
receive a specific size. If you are not competing but 
would like to purchase a shirt, please let me know 
by May 10 so I can order a shirt as well. If you are 
not competing, there will be a cost; we’re still 
finalizing but it will likely be around $40.  

The Duel in the Desert contest at Apple Valley, 
hosted by IAC Chapter 49, is scheduled for May 3rd 

(continued)
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and 4th with practice on May 2nd. We would love to 
continue to put more Chapter trophies on our 
trophy wall – so if you can make it, please join (but 
obviously Coalinga should get priority  in your 
schedules!  

Lastly, mark your calendars for Saturday, June 
29…..this is something you won’t want to miss! In 
case you didn’t make it out to Coalinga, didn’t get 
enough pool time or drinks in (which probably 
means you didn’t even come to Coalinga), our 
reward for all of our hard work at the Coalinga 
contest will be the annual Chapter 38 Pool Party 

set for Saturday, June 29th at Dave and Lori 
Watson’s house in San Jose. This will take place as 
our June Chapter meeting. We will provide more 
details as the date approaches. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone at critique day, 
of course at Coalinga, and at what will be an epic 
pool party! 

Fly loopy!
Britt

(continued)
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Hello Chapter 38 members and friends,

We have some good news and some not-so-good news regarding our 
planned April 28th Critique session and the Tracy and New J aerobatic 
boxes.

First the good news.   We will be having a critique session this coming 
weekend.  It will however be on SATURDAY the 27th from 10:00 to 4:00 
AT DELANO.  Yes you see that right - DELANO.   If you plan to  attend, 
please RSPV to  this email so we can plan accordingly.  If you need to  work 
on judging apprentice flights let me know too so  I can arrange pilots and A 
forms for you.

Now the shitty news.   The reason we have to  go  to  Delano is that our 
fabulous government is still sitting on the review of our practice area 
renewals.  I submitted for the renewals on September 5th - nearly 6 months 
prior to the Feb 28 termination of the past waivers.   Our FSDO has been 
frank with me that they are overworked, understaffed, and these waivers 
just didn't matter to them so they stayed on the bottom of the pile.   I've 
been talking and emailing with them since January.   I have called in IAC 
headquarters resources to bang on them too.   The head of the FSDO told 
me yesterday that they have now 'been granted some outside resources' to 
work on them.   Keep you fingers crossed and that we get them approved 
soon.  In the mean time, we may be able to continue to use the Delano box 
on occasion.

(If you plan to attend, please  RSVP to Dave or Britt)

April meeting and critique
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I watched Stratolaunch make history
Beth E. Stanton

It’s dawn in the desert and I’m staring 
straight down the departure end of runway 
30 at the Mojave Air and Space Port. In 
the grey early morning light, I squint and 
see a surreal sight. Stratolaunch, the 
largest airplane ever built, hulks silently  at 
the opposite end of the 12,503 x 200 foot 
runway, wings extending more that 90 feet 
beyond on either side.  

I can see lights from ground vehicles 
milling about the behemoth, like flies 
flitting around an elephant. In my mind, I 
am imagining the excitement, the 
adrenaline, the focus that the ground and 
air crew must be experiencing at this exact 
moment. An electrically charged hush 
encompasses the few square miles where 
people have gathered to witness what was 
about to happen. No one spoke a word. 

Instead, giddy grins and thumbs-ups were 
flashed. 

Bright white landing lights blinked on. 
Excitement intensified by telepathic 
transmission. Since I was a couple of 
miles away, at first I couldn’t hear the roar 
of the six 747 jet engines. Then, at 6:58 
a.m. on April 13, 2019, someone yelled, 
“It’s on the roll!” My  hands began to shake. 
My fingers felt numb  and clumsy as I 
switched from video to photo on my 
iPhone, attempting to capture every 
instant of this slice in time. 

Imagine if an ocean liner or skyscraper 
magically got some airspeed and lifted up 
into the sky. That was what it was like 
watching Stratolauch take off. For such a 
lumbering vehicle, it had a stately 

(continued)



12

elegance as it rotated and majestically flew 
upwind directly over my head before making a 
graceful right turn towards Edwards Air Force 
Base. It seemed to be barely moving in slow 
motion, the Citation chase plane at its side, a 
speck of rice. 

A little backstory: In 2011, late Microsoft 
cofounder Paul Allen partnered with Scaled 
Composites to develop  a radical approach to 
space transportation. They had an idea to create 
a composite twin-fuselage aircraft as a reusable 
platform designed to release a satellite-bearing 
vehicle that would rocket into orbit. The ability to 
take off from a 12,000-foot long runway and a 
flight radius of 1000 nm would create the option 
for more missions and increased opportunities to 

put satellites into low earth orbit at a decreased 
cost. 

The specs of Stratolaunch are astounding. It has 
a 385-foot wingspan (longer than a football field), 
is 283 feet long and is powered by six Pratt and 
Whitney PW4056  engines that create a total of 
340,500 pounds of thrust . It has an astonishing 
maximum takeoff weight of 1.3 million pounds and 
can carry a 500,000-pound payload.

During its 2.5-hour test flight Saturday  morning, 
Stratolaunch flew laps around the desert at about 
15,000 feet and 175 mph as the crew evaluated 
performance and handling characteristics. As I 
zipped around outside the airport searching for 
the elusive dirt roads leading to prime viewing 

(continued)
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positions (thwarted at times by sheriffs), I could 
tell when the plane was over the airport by  the 
number of people pulled over on the side of the 
road, starting agog at the sky. It’s gigantic size 
skews perspective; at 15,000 feet, it looked 
bigger than a Cessna cruising 1000 feet 
overhead. 

As part of the research for the article I wrote 
about Scaled Composites (Design. Test. Build., 
featured in the March 2018 edition of Sport 
Aviation magazine), I had the opportunity  to tour 
the Scaled Composites facility in October 2017. 
It’s a tough job, but somebody has to do it. Talk 
about Willy Wonka giving you the keys to the 
Chocolate Factory! 

The guys from EAA flew out from Oshkosh to join 
me: Jack Pelton, Sean Elliot, Rick Larsen, and 
Jim Busha. The highlight of our tour was walking 
into the cavernous Stratolaunch hanger. Burt 
Rutan thinks the airplane should have been 
named The Savior since everybody who sees it 
for the first time exclaims,  “Jesus Christ!” We 
stepped up and stood on top of the wing, the only 
vantage point from which you can see the entirety 
of the plane while its on the ground. 

Many words have already been written attempting 
to describe the sheer scale of this colossal 
aircraft, so I won’t attempt it here. Well, ok, I’ll try. 
At thesaurus.com, I found a bunch of words 

(continued)
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similar to “enormous” – colossal (used above), 
gargantuan, gigantic, huge, humungous, 
immense, mammoth, massive, monstrous, vast. 
Trying to describe Stratolaunch is like saying the 
Grand Canyon is a really big hole in the ground. 
Massively  large things defy description and must 
be seen with one’s own eyes to truly grasp their 
immensity. Like pondering infinity or the universe, 
it’s hard to wrap our tiny human brains around 
such vastness. So let’s just say that Stratolaunch 
is big. Really, really big. 

After switching my 
locat ion to the 
approach end of 
r u n w a y 3 0 t o 
w a t c h 
Stratolaunch’s low 
a p p r o a c h a n d 
landing, I climbed 
on top  of a pickup 
truck and looked 
around. It was a 
f e s t i v a l 
atmosphere with a 
jumble of trucks, 
c a r s , t r i p o d s , 
c a m e r a s a n d 
people looking up 
and pointing. The 
plane was a few 
miles out coming 
in head-on and I 
didn’t have visual 
contact. “Look above that peak and below that 
cloud,” my friend said. Immediately, the plane 
popped into view. I started taking video and 
realized it would be boring to watch with just 
airplane noise, so I started narrating. If I’d known 
that this video posted to my Face Book page 
would get more than a quarter of a million views, I 
would have rehearsed a little, rather than making 

it up  as I went! Stratolaunch came back around a 
second time for a beautiful landing amidst 
whoops, hollers, cheers, high-fives and beaming 
smiles all around.

It’s not every day that you get to watch history 
being made. I showed up at Mojave to attend the 
7th annual Mojave Experimental Fly-In (MEFI) 
and got to see this. Each year at MEFI, awards 
are given for Best Design, Best Build, Best Test, 
Best Overall and Best Effort. This year’s Best Test 

went to (take a 
w i l d g u e s s ) : 
S c a l e d 
C o m p o s i t e s 
M o d e l 3 5 1 , 
Stratolaunch.

On the way back 
to the airport after 
w a t c h i n g t h e 
takeoff, I stopped 
by my hotel to 
g r a b  s o m e 
break fas t . The 
room contained 
two older women, 
rubber scrambled 
e g g s a n d a 
droning television. 
It was strange to 
step back into the 
mundane world 

while still encased in 
my bubble of wonder. I couldn’t resist casually 
asking the ladies, “Did you happen to hear a 
plane overhead?” They had not. “The world’s 
largest airplane just flew for the first time,” I 
explained. One of them said, “Boy, I wish I could 
have seen that.” 

I’m so thrilled that I did.
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38 2019 C
alendar

We are a very diverse group of people with a lot of interesting stories to be told, and I 
solicit  your input. Submissions are welcomed. We’re not  trying to win a Pulitzer Prize 
here, so don’t  be intimidated by a perceived lack of writing skills. If you have a story, or 
an idea for one, please submit it! If you would like an article to be in the next issue 
please submit within the week following the monthly meeting.

Dave Williams, dw370@comcast.net

April 27-" Critique and judge apprentice KDLO 0900-1600

May 3-   " Duel in the Desert, Apple Valley CA (KAPV)

May 26-" No meeting, Coalinga following weekend

May 31- " Coalinga Western Showdown, Coalinga CA (C80)

June 14- " Apple Cup, Ephrata WA (KEPH)

June 29-" Pool Party of Mayhem, Watson house, 1300 to sunset

July 12- " The Corvalis Corkscrew, Corvalis,CA  (KCVO)

July 28-" TDB, Airventure, Meeting by member request and topic only, 1600

Aug 25-" TDB, Mountain flying tips from Britt,1600

Sept 6-" Apple Turnover, Ephrata WA (KEPH)

Sept 21-" National Championships, Salina, KS (KSLN)

Oct 19-" Las Vegas West Open, (K0L7)

Oct 27-" Meeting location and topic TDB, 1500

Nov 1-"" Foxy Figures, Lancaster, CA (KWJF)

Nov 15, " Tequila Cup, Marana, AZ, (KAVQ)

Nov 24-" No meeting, holiday party in one week

Dec 7-"" Holiday Party of Mayhem, Location and topic TDB

Dec 22-" No meeting, holiday conflicts

mailto:dw370@comcast.net
mailto:dw370@comcast.net
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THINK & PRACTICE 
SURVIVAL                                                          

ARE YOU PREPARED TO BAILOUT?

YES, I’M SEMI-RETIRED, BUT NOT OUT OF BUSINESS

I HAVE OVER 20 SOFTIES PILOT EMERGENCY PARACHUTES IN STOCK 
READY FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY. MANY ARE DEMO MODELS IN LIKE NEW 

CONDITION AT GREAT PRICES.

Learn more at www.SilverParachutes.com

You will also find:

Great Deals on New Softies and Used Parachutes                                                                                                           
AcroBelt TM  Five-Point Restraint with or without a Ratchet                                                                                                          

SMAK PAK TM  Parachute Survival Kits                                                                                                                                       
Bailout Safety Seminars               

      “Serving aerobatic and glider pilots worldwide since 
1972” 					

http://www.SilverParachutes.com
http://www.SilverParachutes.com
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Chapter 38 would like to extend a very special thank you to Evan and Zoe Peers of Air 
Space Media. Contact:

Evan Peers, Airspace Media
www.airspacemedia.com

www.facebook.com/airspace1
650-868-8998

http://www.airspacemedia.com/
http://www.airspacemedia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/airspace1
https://www.facebook.com/airspace1
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2019 IAC Chapter 38 team
President: Brittanee Lincoln
Vice-president: Dave Watson

Treasurer: Kate Harps
Assistant treasurer: Dale Roberts

Secretary: Tom Myers

Directors: Marian Harris, Chris Combs, Beth Stanton

Newsletter Editor: Dave Williams
Membership: Martin Price

Webmaster: Brett Goldsmith
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In addition to helping support all the activities of our chapter, IAC Chapter 38 membership  is 
an insurance requirement if you want to fly  in the box at Tracy for critique days. If you are 
receiving this newsletter and you know you need to get your membership updated, here are 
several ways to do it:

-sign up here for the International Aerobatic Club: https://www.iac.org/roll-us-join-or-renew
-sign up here IAC38 (using PayPal): http://www.iac38.org
-sign up at our next chapter meeting, we accept cash, check and credit card
-Fill out this form and mail it to Kate with your check:

JOIN / RENEW

Kate Harps, IAC38 Treasurer
37 Crest Ave.

Richmond, CA 94801

https://www.iac.org/roll-us-join-or-renew
https://www.iac.org/roll-us-join-or-renew
http://www.iac38.org
http://www.iac38.org

