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NEWSLETTER

Beth and Ben Freelove

President’s Report
Delano is THE place to be.
Yes, I actually just typed that sentence.
Labor Day weekend is the 40th anniversary of
the Happiness is Delano contest and the 2014
IAC Open West Championship. It is the
premier acro event in the west this year. You
will not want to miss it.
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For all the smack-talk about Delano, it is a
great contest location. The judge’s line is
close, there is a nice, cool grassy area for
spectating and relaxing, the casino serves
phenomenal food and those kids down in
Chapter 26 really know how to throw a fun
contest that runs like clockwork.
(continued)

Go here to check out details: http://
w w w. u s n a t i o n a l a e r o b a t i c s . o r g / i a c d b /
ContestDetail.asp?hScheduledContestID=395
Elated Optimism
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed people can change the world.
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” –
Margaret Mead
Changes are coming. Our new IAC board was
announced at Osh Kosh. Mike Heuer, our new
IAC president, and Doug McConnell,
Membership Committee Chair, have invited
me to accompany them to help elevate the
IAC to exciting new levels.
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I spent the past two evenings giving talks to
two different aviation associations. About 60
people are now more informed about
aerobatics, the IAC and the value (and fun!) of
unusual attitude flying. Reaching out to pilots
who are curious and dispelling the myths and
misconceptions about aerobatics is
paramount. We need to create new language.
When people speak of aerobatics, I am on a
mission to get the words crazy, reckless and
risky replaced with safe, skilled and precision.
It’s up to all of us to be aerobatic
ambassadors. C’mon…we are involved in a
sport that is pretty much the most fun you can
have with your clothes on! Let’s keep
spreading the word.

Ben Freelove gave a
quintessential Ben
Freelove presentation for
our July meeting.
Thoughtfully presented,
meticulously researched,
informative and
entertaining. Ben is a
master of his craft and
we were so lucky to be
the audience for his
debut of this new
presentation 'Techniques
for Developing a
Personal aerobatic Style.'
Thanks Ben, we're so
glad to have you in
Chapter 38!

IAC38 August meeting revision
August 29-31 is the 40th anniversary of the
Happiness is Delano contest and the 2014
IAC Open West Championship.
This is just *five* days after our regularly
scheduled Chapter meeting, Sunday, August
24.
Due to feedback from our members, an
executive decision has been made to convert
the meeting to a critique day at Tracy.
Chapter 38 dominated at Coalinga and we are
raring for a repeat performance!

SO, Sunday, August 24 starting at 10 a.m.:
TRACY.
If you are flying in the contest…you get to finetune your masterpiece.
If you attended judge school…you get to
practice your mad judging skillz.
If you have never been to a critique day or
contest before, this is your chance to be
dazzled by brilliance and buffoonery.
Please RSVP to bethestanton@gmail.com.
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Beth Introducing Ben at the July meeting

Non-Flying Award Recipients Announced

The recipients of the 2013 Non-Flying Awards
were announced at the IAC Annual
Membership Meeting in Oshkosh, Wisconsin
on Friday, August 1st. Please congratulate the
following IAC members for their contribution to
IAC and the sport of aerobatics;
Frank Price Cup - Bill Finagin
For many years, Dr. William B. Finagin has
achieved much success in his efforts as a
tireless government relations representative
on behalf of the IAC. Bill, as our National
Representative, works extensively with the
FAA and other regulators in Washington D.C.
He has earned the wide respect, and genuine
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appreciation of government officials, those
with whom he works, and the IAC member
community.
Robert L. Heuer Award for Judging
Excellence - Michael Forney
In 2013, Mike judged the most flights, with the
most pilots, most in accordance with the
results in the Unlimited Category. He has
judged every category in Power and Glider,
except the newly formed Advanced Glider
category. Mike turns out regularly in the South
Central region to fairly judge our regional and
national competition aerobatic pilots.
(continued)

Kathy Jaffe Volunteer Award - DJ Molny
Last year DJ contributed a substantial portion
of his working life to making the IAC web site
migration a successful reality. He put in many
volunteer hours behind the scenes,
maintaining infrastructure that keeps the buzz
going. In addition to the IAC website he is
webmaster for IAC Chapter 12
and
maintained the 2013 US National
Championship website.
Harold E. Neumann Award for Outstanding
Contribution as a Chief Judge -Jim Wells
Jim has been a Chief Judge at numerous
contests, made himself available to do this
duty without hesitation and traveled long
distances to do so. His equanimity and
demeanor have been a source of fairness and
consistency. His good cheer and friendliness
are a source of fellowship which encourages
participation in our sport.

aerobatic pilot, but he is mostly a Designer.
After gaining experience from working for
Walter Extra and learning what made Extra's
so special, he then went out on his own to
develop the XA41(SBACH300) and XA42
(SBACH342). Philipp has persevered and has
been able to obtain EASA (European) and
FAA Certification for the airplanes in the
Aerobatic category.
The award winners will receive their plaques
at the annual awards banquet at the U.S.
Nationals Friday, September 26, 2014.
Recipient trophies are funded by the IAC and
consist of a laser cut plaque with a photograph
of the permanent trophy set in the plaque. The
master trophies remain on display at the IAC
pavilion in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. You can view
all of the master trophies on the Non-Flying
Awards webpage: https://www.iac.org/legacy/
non-flying-awards

Curtis Pitts Memorial Trophy - Phililpp
SteinBach / SBACH300-342
Philipp is an engineer and an accomplished

How to Get Your Own Aerobatic Practice Area
Presenter: Darren Pleasance
The webinar was recorded and is now posted to the EAA webinar archive: http://
bcove.me/rd7lpw1f
Wish you had an aerobatic practice area (APA) but unsure how to go about it? Darren will guide
you through the necessary steps to apply for an APA or a contest waiver. He will explain the
forms that are needed, and the differences between a contest waiver, a long term practice waiver
of up to 2 years, and a short term practice waiver for up to 30 days. Darren is the International
Aerobatic Club's (IAC) Government Relations Representative for the U.S. Western Region.
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Photo by Gary DeBaun

US Team in Slovakia

Submitted by Michael Heuer on Thu,
2014-08-07 05:08
The 2014 FAI World Advanced Aerobatic
Championships is now underway in Dubnica
nad Vahom, Slovakia which is located in
western Slovakia. IAC members and Team
USA pilots are here after practicing in Most,
Czech Republic for several days. Competing
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are Marty Flournoy (MX-2), Mark Fullerton
(MX-2), Craig Gifford (Staudacher), Matt Lane
(Yak 55M), and Mark Nowosielski (MX-2).
The team arrived in Slovakia on Tuesday,
August 5th and had a chance to get practice in
the contest box during the next two days.
Team coach Nikolay Timofeev is also
providing warm-up flights for the Judges in the
Staudacher.

Altogether, 66 pilots from 17 countries are
competing in what is FAI's largest World
Aerobatic Championships.
Advanced
category has become enormously popular in
recent years.

As this is being written, the contest has been
stopped for the day due to rain but we expect
flying to resume tomorrow. Watch this website
for further reports as the contest progresses.
The first IAC member and US Team pilot in the
box for the Known will be Matt Lane, who
drew the 5th position in the sequence.
Results can also be found at:
www.civa-results.com

Photo by Gary DeBaun

The contest is being directed by Vladimir
Machula of the Czech Republic and Chief
Judge is John Gaillard of South Africa. IAC
President Mike Heuer is serving as head of
the International Jury. On the judging line, Bill
Denton, an IAC and Chapter 24 member from
Texas, is serving as a Judge with Peggy
Riedinger from the Seattle area as his

Assistant. Peggy was able to put a trip to
Slovakia together at the last moment when
Assistant Bruce Ballew had to cancel due to
family commitments.
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New IAC Officers and Directors Elected
The results of the 2014 IAC Election were announced at the IAC Annual Membership
Meeting in Oshkosh, Wisconsin on Friday, August 1st.
President: Mike Heuer
Secretary: Lynn Bowes
Directors: Debby Rihn-Harvey, Rob Holland, Doug Lovell, Bruce Ballew, Marty
Flournoy, John Smutny, Gray Brandt

The IAC pavilion at OSH
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TELL US YOUR STORY!
Inquiring IAC38 members want to know…just how the heck did you get involved in
aviation and aerobatics?
Answer these questions with a sentence (or few) and email them to
bethestanton@gmail.com. We can’t wait to hear all about you.
-why did you decide to become a pilot?
-where have you trained, in what planes and with which instructors?
-why aerobatics?
-how did you find the IAC?
-what are your future aerobatic goals?

Why did you decide to fly?
“I’m always doing that which I
cannot do, in order that I may
learn how to do it.”
~ Pablo Picasso
Because I’m a citizen of the
world who loves travel and
adventure. However, I needed
to confront and overcome my
fear of flying. For either to
happen, I had to learn to fly.
My kismet with flying began
when my best mate, John
Blair, introduced me to the
skies. He flew me to Tahoe in
his Bonanza for lunch when
his original passenger
declined.

Zinnia Kilkenny

Having discovered my wings, we
continued the flights. Each flight was magical and different. During the day, cumulus
clouds collected along the coast. At night, meteor showers appeared so much
(continued)
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closer. The first-phase new moon turned the earth black velvet. The full moon painted
the sky three hues of azure.
As my courtship with the skies continued, it became clear that, as with any great,
monumental romance, for it to continue, there was one proviso: one must be willing to
yield. I had to overcome my fear of flight.
Where Have You Trained, in What Planes, and With Which Instructors?
My mentor, John Blair, prides himself for having learned to fly at Amelia Reid Aviation
in San Jose (now AeroDynamic Aviation). He also learned aerobatics there. He was
specifically instructed by “California’s First Lady of Aviation,” Amelia Reid herself. I
decided to enroll with AeroDynammic Aviation.
I earned my pilot’s license one year ago in a Citabria, and received my highperformance/complex endorsement in a C35 Bonanza. My instructors were Zdravko
Poldolski, owner of AeroDyanmic, and Jim Grant, although the full cast of characters
at the flight school magnanimously took me under their wing.
Presently, I’m training for aerobatics in a Super Decathlon. My aerobatic coach is
Dave Watson: Daedalus of The Evil Empire Aerobatika!
One of my greatest thrills was when Wayne Handley took me up in his Extra 300. To
fly with an aerobatic legend in his dynamic airplane that flies like silk is an experience
I will treasure forever.
Why Aerobatics?
“I’m still astounded by some people’s reaction to things I consider quite normal.” ~
Gaultier
Even before I began flight training, I knew that ultimately I would not be content with
“straight and level” flight.
While touring the flight school, I saw that someone had pinned a bumper sticker to a
wall that read, “Real Aviators Fly Taildraggers.”
My intention of learning in a tailwheel was to fly aerobatics. Wanting to bring my flying
full circle, (all future and unintentional puns, like the aforementioned, are free of
charge) with reconnaissance in mind I attended the “Coalinga Western Showdown” to
learn about competition aerobatics. By the end of the contest the decision to train and
compete came naturally and with ease (either that or it was the martinis I was drinking
at the banquet).
(continued)
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Learning to fly, and now aerobatics, has become a personal awakening as I feel it
would further cultivate me as a pilot by exploring all the possibilities of what an aircraft
can do.
What Are Your Future Aerobatic Goals?
I’ll be participating in my first aerobatic competition in Primary category at “Happiness
is Delano” at the end of August, and the Borrego Akrofest in October, feeling like a
spectacular underdog, in full regalia.
How Did you Find the IAC?
Natural selection. I believe it’s where our navigational charts led us. The lovers of
adventure; the professional dreamers of the sky.

Calendar
8/24- IAC38 Chapter Meeting: Critique Day at KTCY
8/29-31- 40th Happiness is Delano contest/2014 IAC Open West Championship
9/28- IAC38 Chapter Meeting, Attitude Aviation, KLVK, 3 p.m.
10/9-10/11- Borrego Akrofest, Borrego Springs
The entire national contest calendar for 2014 is quite lengthy, so the following link
is provided to take you to the IAC website calendar page.
ContestListing.asp
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Flying My First IAC Contest
Mark Guerrero
I caught the flying
bug when I was ten
years old and went
for my first GA plane
ride in a Stearman
and then I decided
that I wanted to fly
and compete in
aerobatics after a
ride in the Flying
Dutchman, a P51
Mustang when I was
fifteen years old. My
aviation dream finally
started when I took
my first flight lesson
at sixteen years old. I
then proceeded to
flight instruct through college.
After getting back from a business trip, with
less than a week before the Coalinga Western
Showdown, a few friends convinced me to fly
in the contest. I contacted Beth Stanton and
Dave Watson to find out if it was possible to
compete. The Friday before the contest I
joined the EAA and the IAC.
I showed up at the New Coalinga Airport on
Wednesday for my first competition aerobatic
lesson with Dave Watson in his
Decathlon. Prior to this, I had practiced the
Primary sequence solo in a Citabria 7KCAB;
the plane I brought to compete in. The
following day I had a practice flight then three
competition flights over the next two days.
During my second practice flight I felt like I
was starting to get the hang of the maneuvers
in the sequence but in the final two
competition flights I felt behind the
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plane. Between my
flights I volunteered
on the judges line
recording the scores.
I learned what the
judges were looking
for in each maneuver
and how the
competitors were
being scored.
The reason why I
wanted to fly
c o m p e t i t i o n
aerobatics was to
expand my envelope
and get some
positive critique
which would lead to me becoming a better
pilot. After flying with Dave and flying the
competition I learned that there is a lot more to
aerobatics than pushing to the control stick to
the side and forcing the plane through and roll
or pulling the stick back and getting the plane
to fly an oblong loop. I learned there is a lot
more finesse and precision to competition
aerobatics than I ever thought.
I found
competition aerobatics challenging unlike the
“Gentlemen” aerobatics I was used to flying
and I realized this sport like many others
requires a lot of practice to learn how to
properly fly the figures.
I would like to thank AeroDynamic Aviation for
providing me with a plane to compete in,
Dave Watson for coaching me and giving me
a lesson in his Decathlon, I would like to thank
Beth Stanton for making it possible for me to
compete with such a late notice and finally I
would like to thank my friends for coming to
support me at my first competition.

2014 IAC Chapter 38 team
Beth Stanton, president
Martin Price, past president
Dave Watson, vice president
Howard Kirker, treasurer
Tom Myers, secretary
Directors: Chris Combs, Mike Eggen, Marian Harris
Webmaster/email list: Brett Goldsmith
Newsletter editor, Dave Williams
David Manuel, membership

IAC38 GOES TO RENO!
The Reno Air Races will be held September 10-14, 2014. We will be there to cheer on our
IAC friends: Jeff Rose, Vicky Benzing, Colleen “C.G.” Keller, Casey Ericson and Marilyn
Dash.
Want to be part of the action? We are going to ogle airplanes, camp out at the airport and
generally have a kick-ass time.
Stay tuned for dates and details. RSVP your interest to: bethestanton@gmail.com.
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Evan Peers of Airspace Media is the winner of the National
Geographic Energizer 2011 Ultimate Photo Contest.
We are pleased and proud to have him as the official
photographer of IAC Chapter 38.
Editor’s note
We are a very diverse group of people with a lot of interesting stories to be told, and I
solicit your input. Submissions are welcomed. We’re not trying to win a Pulitzer Prize
here, so don’t be intimidated by a perceived lack of writing skills. If you have a story, or
an idea for one, please submit it!
Dave Williams, dw370@comcast.net
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JOIN / RENEW
In addition to helping support all the activities of our chapter, IAC Chapter 38 membership is
an insurance requirement if you want to fly in the box at Tracy for critique days. If you are
receiving this newsletter and you know you need to get your membership updated, here are
several ways to do it:
-sign up here for the International Aerobatic Club: https://www.iac.org/roll-us-join-or-renew
-sign up here IAC38 (using PayPal): http://www.iac38.org
-sign up at our next chapter meeting, we accept cash, check and credit card
-Fill out this form and mail it to Howard with your check:

!
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