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Well, August has certainly provided us with a 
few surprises, and some hot weather to boot.

First, word came that the Delano contest had 
to be cancelled - very unfortunate as I know 
several of us - myself included - had planned 
on attending the second-closest-to-home 
contest. I’m sure our friends in chapter 26 are 
actively looking to rectify the situation for 2018 
and am looking forward to their contest next 
year as well.

Almost as if on cue, Mother Nature conspired 
to make us cancel our planned critique day at 
the end of August - with the heat at Tracy 
expected to be over 105F by mid-day  and no 
Delano contest the following weekend, 
people’s enthusiasm for melting on the ramp 
was low. Maybe it was all for the best - as we 
all know, the weather over Labor Day 
weekend was hot and hazy, so several of us 
took refuge in Dave Watson’s pool rather than 
fly in the murk.

(continued)

Marian Harris, Cindy and Chris Combs at the Labor Day pool party
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Sometime earlier this year, I found out that the 
FAA has a portable hypoxia-simulation setup, 
and that it was coming to Reid-Hillview in early 
September. While I was too late to sign up for 
the weekend seminar for WINGS credits, I 
was able to get a slot last Thursday to go in 
the simulator and feel the effects of hypoxia 
first-hand.

When I arrived early at Tradewinds @ Reid-
Hillview, I was greeted by the folks running the 
operation. The basic drill was to sign in, have 
a short brief ahead of the simulation, followed 
by the actual time in the simulator, and then a 
de-brief.

The simulator itself is a glass box sitting in the 
the middle of the hangar, with a few machines 
on the outside. Inside are 6 chairs - 5 for the 
participants and 1 for an operator who would 
breathe oxygen the entire time. The box itself 
has a machine that scrubs oxygen out of the 
air, so instead of the normal 21% oxygen ratio 
of air, it has about 9% - something equivalent 
to being close to 30,000’. We’d file in, sit 
down, place our oxygen masks on our laps, 
then perform tasks and make notes every 
minute of what symptoms we felt. We were 
also each given a pulse oximeter that goes 
over the index finger - mine showed a 100% 
o2 saturation before entering the box, and a 

Taking a ride in the PROTE hypoxia simulator
Josh Horwich

Alas, despite the unexpected, there’s still 
plenty of fun to be had going forward. Chapter 
36’s annual Borrego Akrofest is in a little over 
a month. In the meantime I’m living vicariously 
through Facebook as I follow the World 
Aerobatic Championships in South Africa.

We’ve got the Livermore Airport Open House 
coming up  on Saturday October 7th - see 
details from Dave later. Finally, we are 
beginning to cook up  ideas for the 2017 IAC38 
Holiday Party of Mayhem - stay  tuned for 
details!

(continued)
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normal pulse rate elevated only  slightly by 
anticipation and my morning Starbucks.

Once in the sim, though, it didn’t take long for 
us to get hypoxic. Within the first minute my 
o2 saturation already fell to 80 percent, my 
heart rate had increased by 15 beats/minute, 
and I already began to feel tingling. By the 
second minute, o2 was falling to 67 percent, 
my heart was beating at 127 beats/minute, 
and I added dizziness to my list of symptoms. 
Meanwhile they instructed us to work on some 
math problems on our clipboard - glad I didn’t 
have to take my SATs under these 
conditions…   as more time passed, I added 
numbness to my symptoms, and my o2 was 
60% at the 4 minute mark.

At the 5 minute mark they  instructed the rest 
of us to put our masks on - sweet sweet 
oxygen! It didn’t take long for the symptoms to 
mostly  subside, and after a few minutes we 
were instructed to exit the box and have a 
debrief and compare notes.

While we all felt different symptoms at different 
rates, everyone seemed pretty well convinced 
that hypoxia is serious stuff. Within a minute or 
two I had very narrow focus and was 
obviously quite incapacitated - certainly in no 
shape to make good decisions or even be too 
coordinated. Had I experienced this while 
actually  flying I’d expect the outcome to be 
quite bad. The instructors even mentioned 
how this experience does wonders for the 
folks selling aircraft oxygen systems - after 
this demonstration, I’m not surprised!
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U.S. National Aerobatic 
Championships Come to Oshkosh 

By Katie Holliday-Greenley

July 29, 2017 - EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2017 
is winding down, but in less than two months, 
Wittman Regional Airport will once more host 
a gathering of aviation enthusiasts for the U.S. 
National Aerobatic Championships.

The championship  has been held in Sherman, 
Texas, since 1972, but in 2016, the 
International Aerobatic Club board of directors 
voted to move the competition to Oshkosh.

“The location that we were at in Texas was 
getting busier,” said IAC Program Manager 
Lorrie Penner. “They had a lot more business 

jets coming in, and they also had a flight 
school that increased its size exponentially. At 
one point there were 200 students.”

Several new locations were considered for the 
event, but the IAC board of directors narrowed 
it down to Oshkosh; Muskogee, Oklahoma; 
Newton, Kansas; or Union City, Tennessee, 
before ultimately deciding to move the 
competition to Oshkosh.
“I think one of the biggest attractions was the 
fact that the World Aerobatic Championships 
had been here in 1980,” Lorrie said. “So it has 

(continued)
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sentimental value for us as well as just that it’s 
a really great place.”

As an EAA division, it was easy for the IAC to 
work with EAA to use the organization’s 
facilities like hangars A, B, C, and D on the 
AirVenture grounds. “One of the things that 
happens at other locations sometimes is that 
there’s not enough hangar space,” Lorrie said. 
“So that’s a big attraction. The Oshkosh 
Convention and Visitors Bureau also was very 
welcoming. We had a regional contest here in 
2013, so we were familiar with the grounds 
and the operations from our standpoint. I think 
there’s probably been some changeover in the 
tower … but some of them remember us being 
here before for that smaller competition, so 
they felt like they could certainly work with us.”

This year’s National Aerobatic Championships 
will kick off September 23 with opening 
ceremonies in the Founders’ Wing of the EAA 

Aviation Museum at 11 a.m. The competition 
will begin that afternoon after a pilot and 
volunteer briefing. An opening night reception 
will be held in the Nature Center Pavilion, 
giving participants an opportunity to debrief 
from the day’s activities, learn more about the 
new location, and socialize with other 
aerobatic enthusiasts.

Lorrie said the six-day-long competition is 
expected to draw 90-100 pilots from around 
the United States. The event concludes on 
September 29 with closing ceremonies and an 
awards banquet in the Founders’ Wing with a 
keynote address by EAA CEO and Chairman 
of the Board Jack J. Pelton.
 
Follow the IAC on Facebook and Twitter and 
check  www.IAC.org  to keep up with 
announcements leading up to — and during 
— the event.

Frank Christensen and Mike Heuer celebrating 40 years of the Eagle at Oshkosh 2017

https://www.iac.org/
https://www.iac.org/
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In October, there will be two events for Margo. If you knew her professionally, 
“Remembering Margo Chase” industry memorial service on October 4th at  4pm in 
downtown Los Angeles, arranged by Chase Design Group.
If you were personal friends, “A Celebration of Margo’s Life” hosted by her family on 
October 8th at 2pm in Santa Barbara at the Greek Orthodox Church Events Center.

You are welcome to join us for either or both.

Margo Chase Memorial
Patrick Dugan
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USA UNLIMITED TEAM competing 
in SOUTH AFRICA

(L to R) Coach Claude "Coco" Bessiere, Robbie Gibbs, Mark Nowosielski, Rob Holland, 
Craig Gifford, Jim Bourke, Mike Ciliberti, Bob Freeman, not pictured Michael Gallaway.

The USA Unlimited team is competing at the 29th FAI  World Aerobatic 
Championships in Malelane, South Africa, 9 September through 17 September 2017.
http://www.aerobatics.co.za/index.php/wac-2017/54-wac-2017-in-malelane-south-africa 
You can follow the team on their Facebook page:https://www.facebook.com/
USUnlimitedAerobaticTeam/ 
or on the team webpages: https://www.iac.org/unlimited-team-2017-news-updates

http://www.aerobatics.co.za/index.php/wac-2017/54-wac-2017-in-malelane-south-africa
http://www.aerobatics.co.za/index.php/wac-2017/54-wac-2017-in-malelane-south-africa
https://www.facebook.com/USUnlimitedAerobaticTeam/
https://www.facebook.com/USUnlimitedAerobaticTeam/
https://www.facebook.com/USUnlimitedAerobaticTeam/
https://www.facebook.com/USUnlimitedAerobaticTeam/
https://www.iac.org/unlimited-team-2017-news-updates
https://www.iac.org/unlimited-team-2017-news-updates
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Livermore Open House
The city of Livermore will be holding its airport open house on Saturday October 7th.   Our 
chapter will have an area up-front on the crowd line to display or beautiful planes, provide 
demonstrations of gyroscopic forces, answer questions, and hopefully recruit new members.  
All chapter 38 members are encouraged to attend and show off your plane if so desired.  
Just like setting up and breaking down after a contest, many hands make light work, SO 
PLEASE COME AND HELP OUT for at least part of the day, we can use all the help we can 
get.  
I addition to our booth, this year’s airshows include aerobatic displays from IAC members; 
Vicki Benzing, Yuichi Takagi  and Rich Perkins along with Steve Stavrakakis.  They will be 
flying twice during the day entertaining the crowd with their aerobatic prowess.  Dave 
Watson will be announcing during the performances again this year.  Please plan to come 
out and support the chapter at our booth (Please respond to dave.watson7@comcast.net if 
you can join us with or without your plane) and to give support to LVK and the airshow 
performers.

Information on the Open House can be obtained at:

http://www.cityoflivermore.net/citygov/pw/public_works_divisions/airport/
openhouse/default.htm

mailto:dave.watson7@comcast.net
mailto:dave.watson7@comcast.net
http://www.cityoflivermore.net/citygov/pw/public_works_divisions/airport/openhouse/default.htm
http://www.cityoflivermore.net/citygov/pw/public_works_divisions/airport/openhouse/default.htm
http://www.cityoflivermore.net/citygov/pw/public_works_divisions/airport/openhouse/default.htm
http://www.cityoflivermore.net/citygov/pw/public_works_divisions/airport/openhouse/default.htm
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September 9-17, FAI World Aerobatic Championships, 
" Malelane, South " Africa

September 24, IAC38 chapter meeting

September 23-29, US National Aerobatic 
" Championships, KOSH

October 12-14, BORREGO AKROFEST, Borrego, L08

October 22, IAC38 chapter meeting

November 3-4, TEQUILA CUP, Marana, AZ, KAVQ

November – no meeting, Thanksgiving weekend

December TBD, IAC38 Holiday Party of Mayhem

IA
C

38 2017 C
alendar

We are a very diverse group of people with a lot  of interesting stories to be told, and I 
solicit  your input. Submissions are welcomed. We’re not trying to win a Pulitzer Prize 
here, so don’t be intimidated by a perceived lack of writing skills. If you have a story, or 
an idea for one, please submit  it! If you would like an article to be in the next issue 
please submit within the week following the monthly meeting.
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THINK & PRACTICE SURVIVAL                                                          
ARE YOU PREPARED TO BAILOUT?

YES, I’M SEMI-RETIRED, BUT NOT OUT OF BUSINESS 

I HAVE OVER 20 SOFTIES PILOT EMERGENCY PARACHUTES IN STOCK READY FOR 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY. MANY ARE DEMO MODELS IN LIKE NEW CONDITION AT GREAT 

PRICES.

Learn more at www.SilverParachutes.com

You will also find:

Great Deals on New Softies and Used Parachutes                                                                                                           
AcroBelt TM  Five-Point Restraint with or without a Ratchet                                                                                                          

SMAK PAK TM  Parachute Survival Kits                                                                                                                                       
Bailout Safety Seminars               

      “Serving aerobatic and glider pilots worldwide since 1972”						

http://www.SilverParachutes.com
http://www.SilverParachutes.com
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Chapter 38 would like to extend a very special thank you to Evan and Zoe Peers of Air 
Space Media. Contact:

Evan Peers, Airspace Media
www.airspacemedia.com

www.facebook.com/airspace1
650-868-8998

http://www.airspacemedia.com/
http://www.airspacemedia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/airspace1
https://www.facebook.com/airspace1
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2017 Coalinga Sponsors

 
Several supporters of 
the aerobatic 
community made 
generous auction item 
donations. 
 
We’d like to thank:
 
-Allen Silver 
 
-Robert Marshall
 
-Pete Swan
 
-Hooker Harness 
 
-Layne Lisser

Pete Swan Independent Parachute 
Service

Lodi Airport, 23987 N. Highway 99, 

Silver Parachute Sales & Service                                                         
1257 Sanguinetti Rd., #210
Sonora, CA  95370
Phone: 209-532-7070
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2017 IAC Chapter 38 team
President: Josh Horwich

Vice-president: Dave Watson
Treasurer: Howard Kirker

Secretary: Tom Myers

Directors: Marian Harris, Chris Combs, Beth Stanton

Newsletter Editor: Dave Williams
Membership: David Manuel

Webmaster: Brett Goldsmith
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In addition to helping support all the activities of our chapter, IAC Chapter 38 membership  is 
an insurance requirement if you want to fly  in the box at Tracy for critique days. If you are 
receiving this newsletter and you know you need to get your membership updated, here are 
several ways to do it:

-sign up here for the International Aerobatic Club: https://www.iac.org/roll-us-join-or-renew

-sign up here IAC38 (using PayPal): http://www.iac38.org
-sign up at our next chapter meeting, we accept cash, check and credit card
-Fill out this form and mail it to Howard with your check:

!

JOIN / RENEW

https://www.iac.org/roll-us-join-or-renew
https://www.iac.org/roll-us-join-or-renew
http://www.iac38.org
http://www.iac38.org

