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December 2014

NEWSLETTER

President’s Report

Believe.

What an amazing year! A  veritable 
avalanche of awesomeness.

IAC38 is INVIGORATED:

We have: 

-Monthly chapter meetings, multiple 
critique days, a newsletter to keep 
you up-to-date.

-Hos ted a judge schoo l and 
successful Coalinga contest. 

-Inspired Young Eagles at Tracy and 
co-sponsored a FAAST Safety 
Seminar. 

-Stepped up as volunteers for the 
Patriots Jet Team Foundation; 
several of our members are very 
involved. IAC38 hosted a table at 
their gala fundraiser.

-Welcomed new members, made 
new friends and reached out to pilots 
of all stripes spreading the acro 
word. 

AND we will keep raising the bar. 
Here’s what we’re going to do: 

(continued)
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-Implement the soon-to-be-released EAA membership management software.

-Update our website.

-Live-stream and videotape our meetings for those who can’t attend in person.

-Continue to grow our membership by providing value (and fun!) to the members we serve.

-Continue to reach out to other pilot associations and build community by speaking, writing 
and inviting them to join our activities.

It has been a year filled with excitement, friends and lots of great flying. I invite every one of 
you to bring a friend to a meeting and encourage them to join us for this wild ride.

You guys are the best. 
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IAC Chapter 38 table

silent auction

2014 in Review 

January, aerobatic legend Wayne Handley

February, Marle Hewett 
Red Bull Stratos Mission

(continued)
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Lionel trying on the MIG

March, on location with The Patriots Jet Team

March, IAC38 Judge School

(continued)
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April, Reno racer and airplane 
builder, Cris Ferguson

May, Meeting/TCY critique day

(continued)



6

Coalinga Western Showdown and T-shirt art

(continued)
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June, Allen Silver presented 
his life-saving bail-out seminar

June, Tracy Cub Scout/Young 
Eagles Day

Type to enter text

(continued)
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June, FAAST Safety Seminar, 
“Tracy Airport Safety Meeting”

July, Ben Freelove on developing a 
personal aerobatic style

(continued)
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August, Patriot Jet Team 
Foundation Fundraiser Gala

August, Meeting/TCY critique day

(continued)
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IAC38 Races at Reno...

Jeff Rose, Third place in 
Biplane Gold, 205.5 mph

Vicky Benzing

(continued)
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September, Flying for the Judges

(continued)
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October, Close Calls and Dave 
Watson’s surprise Stars Awards

(continued)
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Holiday Party, K-1 Go Carts and 
Steelhead Brewery



14

January 25, IAC38 chapter meeting, guest speaker Guy Acheson, glider aerobatics, 
Attitude Aviation, KLVK, 3 p.m. 

February 22, IAC38 chapter meeting, guest speaker Gary DeBaun, contest director for 
the 2015 Nationals, Pitts driver, Pawnee tow pilot, overall character of famed repute, 
Attitude Aviation, KLVK, 3 p.m.

February 28-March 1, IAC38 Judge School (tentative date). West Valley Flying Club, 
Palo Alto

March 7-8, AcroFest, Williams Soaring Center

March 21 or 22, chapter meeting/TCY critique day to prepare for domination at 
Borrego the following weekend. Weather dependent, updates as we get closer. 

March 26-28, Borrego Hammerhead Roundup, Borrego Valley, L08 

April 25 or 26, chapter meeting/TCY critique day to prepare for domination at Apple 
Valley the following weekend. Weather dependent, updates as we get closer. 

April 30-May 2, Duel in the Desert, Apple Valley, APV

May 23 or 24, Memorial Day weekend, chapter meeting/TCY critique day to prepare 
for domination at Coalinga the following weekend. Weather dependent, updates as we 
get closer. 

May 28-30, Coalinga Western Showdown, New Coalinga Municipal, C80

June 28, IAC38 chapter meeting, Jump and Stay Safe: recreational vs. emergency 
parachute techniques, Drop Zone, Byron, C83.  This meeting will be preceded with 
skydiving for any members who wish to jump out of a perfectly good airplane.

July 26, IAC38 chapter meeting

August 22 or 23, chapter meeting/TCY critique day to prepare for domination at 
Delano the following weekend. Weather dependent, updates as we get closer. 

August 28-30, Happiness is Delano, Delano Municipal, DLO

September 27, IAC38 chapter meeting

October 8-10, Borrego Akrofest, Borrego Valley, L08

October 25, IAC38 chapter meeting

November 22, IAC38 chapter meeting

December 6, IAC38 Holiday Party of Mayhem

IA
C

38 2015 C
alendar
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(continued)

A Soaring Teaser
Beth Stanton

Okay, now that I have your 
attention…



16

On December 14, 2014, a 
group of pilots passionate 
about glider aerobatics at the 
Williams Soaring Center held 
this event. 

As part of a mission to 
promote this branch of 
competition aerobatics, your 
president and vice president 
just had to take one for the 
team and join them. 

Four pilots flew in front of an 
IAC regional judge (Dave) for 
a total of seven Glider Smooth 
Awards. 

Nine pilots in total soared that 
day. This event was a warm-up 
for the Williams AcroFest 
coming in March. 

Stay tuned for more exciting 
details. This story is the cover 
feature of the February issue 
of Sport Aerobatic magazine 
and I am not done writing it 
yet. Deadline is January 1. 
Signing off for now!

Matthias Mederer- Primary and Sportsman Smooth 
Awards (and brand new IAC member!)

(continued)



17

(continued)

Quest Richlife- Primary and 
Sportsman Smooth Awards

Luca Bertossio- Unlimited Smooth 
Award
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(continued)

Beth and Eric Getting ready to fly 
for her Primary and Sportsman 

Smooth Awards

Dave had his 
first formal 

flight lesson 
with Drew 
toward his 

glider rating
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First glider lesson logged!
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It was a stroke of luck and timing. Rich 
Perkins of Attitude Aviation introduced Evan 
just before our first IAC38 meeting of 2014. He 
offered to photo-document the meeting. This 
was synchronistic since I wanted to have 
some pictures  for our upcoming newsletter. 
This would be way better than my iPhone. 

Since this fateful day, 
Evan has become 
t h e o f f i c i a l 
p h o t o g r a p h e r o f 
IAC38. As an air 
show photographer, 
the competition realm 
was brand new to 
him. I think he likes 
us.
-He joined IAC and 
Chapter 38.

-He and his vivacious 
w i f e Z o e b e g a n 
a t t e n d i n g o u r 
monthly meetings. 
- T h e y c a m e t o 
C o a l i n g a a n d 
d o c u m e n t e d t h e 
e n t i r e c o n t e s t 
weekend. 

-He ’s done he ro 
photo shoots  with 
s e v e r a l I A C 
members and their 
planes. 
-He a t tended US 
Nationals with the 
encouragement of Margo Chase and Tim Just.

Evan has been instrumental in getting IAC38 
‘on the map’. His photos of our meetings have 

been featured in our newsletters and in Sport 
Aerobatic magazine this year, inspiring and 
exciting IAC members all over the world with 
what our chapter has accomplished this year. 
You know…that whole “picture is worth a 
thousand words” thing…

Thank you Evan, we’re looking forward to 
more good times!

Check out: http://airspacemedia.com/

Evan Peers and Air Space 
Media ROCK

(continued)

Evan and Beth...it’s not what it looks like...

http://airspacemedia.com
http://airspacemedia.com
http://airspacemedia.com
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Zoe Peers at the 
PJTF gala

US Nationals Photo Slide Show
On hand at the US National Aerobatic Championships this year was one of aviation's 
best photographers -- Evan Peers of Air Space Media from San Carlos, California.  Evan 
had made arrangements with IAC to attend the event for the first time and was busy 
throughout the week with photographing the event and also staging the group photo of 
the new US Unlimited Aerobatic Team.

Please go to this link for an enjoyable few minutes of some of the best photography of 
an aerobatic competition ever taken.  It really captures the color, the excitement, the 
aircraft, and the people very well. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fe2qsw6X8M

Our IAC president Mike Heuer had this to say about Evan:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fe2qsw6X8M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fe2qsw6X8M
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Chapter 38 would like to extend a very special thank you to Evan and Zoe Peers of Air Space 
Media. The exceptional photography and video from the  2014 IAC Open West 
Championship, 40th Annual Happiness is Delano contest is now available. Contact:

Evan Peers, Airspace Media
www.airspacemedia.com

www.facebook.com/airspace1
650-868-8998

http://www.airspacemedia.com/
http://www.airspacemedia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/airspace1
https://www.facebook.com/airspace1
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2014 IAC Chapter 38 team
Beth Stanton, president

Martin Price, past president
Dave Watson, vice president

Howard Kirker, treasurer
Tom Myers, secretary

Directors: Chris Combs, Mike Eggen, Marian Harris
Webmaster/email list: Brett Goldsmith

Newsletter editor, Dave Williams
David Manuel, membership

Proud sponsor of the 2014 California contest season
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In addition to helping support all the activities of our chapter, IAC Chapter 38 membership  is 
an insurance requirement if you want to fly  in the box at Tracy for critique days. If you are 
receiving this newsletter and you know you need to get your membership updated, here are 
several ways to do it:

-sign up here for the International Aerobatic Club: https://www.iac.org/roll-us-join-or-renew
-sign up here IAC38 (using PayPal): http://www.iac38.org
-sign up at our next chapter meeting, we accept cash, check and credit card
-Fill out this form and mail it to Howard with your check:

!

JOIN / RENEW

We are a very diverse group of people with a lot  of interesting stories to be told, and I 
solicit  your input. Submissions are welcomed. We’re not trying to win a Pulitzer Prize 
here, so don’t be intimidated by a perceived lack of writing skills. If you have a story, or 
an idea for one, please submit it!

Dave Williams, dw370@comcast.net

Editor’s note

https://www.iac.org/roll-us-join-or-renew
https://www.iac.org/roll-us-join-or-renew
http://www.iac38.org
http://www.iac38.org
mailto:dw370@comcast.net
mailto:dw370@comcast.net

