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NEWSLETTER

President’s Report

(continued)

Believe
Keep your dreams alive. Understand 
to achieve anything requires faith and 
belief in yourself, vision, hard work, 
determinat ion, and dedicat ion. 
Remember all things are possible for 
those who believe. - Gail Devers

I arrived back from a trip  to Belize the 
morning of our IAC38 holiday party 
(hence my tardy  and bleary arrival). The 
surreally gorgeous Caribbean seascape 
was almost too much to believe. Here, I 
learned a charming saying: “You’d better 
Belize it!” 
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This made me think of when people declare 
skeptically, “I’ll believe it when I see it!” 

I’ll let you in on a secret: the world actually 
works the opposite way.

You SEE it when you BELIEVE it. 

I understand this approach is one of radical 
optimism. Yet my observations over the years 
have led me to (haha) believe that this is true. 
One must believe something is in the realm of 
possibility if it’s to have any chance of actually 
happening.  

A colorful glass wreath with the word BELIEVE 
showed up  on my doorstep  unexpectedly  a 
few days after I soloed the Super D for the first 
time. My friend Dawn made it and left it with a 
note saying, 'Beth you BELIEVE then you DO.' 

This wreath and its message played a large 
part as I prepared for my first meeting as 
president of IAC38 in January 2014.  

I believed that together we could do great 
things as a chapter. Collectively, we have 
accomplished so much and have had such 
fun. We have matured (the chapter, not the 
people), grown, and evolved both individually 
and as a group. I look around at what we have 
achieved and I’m so very pleased and happy. 

IAC38 is a pretty special group  of people and I 
am proud to have led the charge for the past 
three years. I know that we will continue to do 
even greater things.

Because I believe it.

New IAC competitors Tommy Suell and Scott McDonald are leading the project of 
resurrecting IAC Chapter 777. Great job, guys! 
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Elections were held on December 11, 2016 at 
our December chapter meeting / holiday party. 

President: Josh Horwich
Vice-president: Dave Watson
Treasurer: Howard Kirker
Secretary: Tom Myers

Directors: Marian Harris, Chris Combs, Beth 
Stanton

Newsletter Editor: Dave Williams
Membership: David Manuel
Webmaster: Brett Goldsmith

Josh is going to make a great leader and 
IAC38 president. He is already at the helm 
taking charge! We had a passing-of-the-
presidential-torch briefing and he is already 
running with it. 

We have completed our IAC38 chapter 
renewal, scheduled our judge school, and 
have the Coalinga contest ball rolling. Chapter 

meetings will be held as usual on the fourth 
Sunday of the month, either at Attitude 
Aviation or KTCY for critique days as the 
contest season heats up. 

See the 2017 calendar at the end of this 
newsletter for the outline of upcoming events. 

This is YOUR IAC chapter and we are here to 
serve you. Let us know of any ideas, input or 
suggestions you may have to help make our 
chapter even more awesome. One project on 
the front burner is updating our IAC38 website 
to bring it into the 21st century. January is 
chapter renewal time and you may renew via 
PayPay at iac38.org, mail a check to Howard 
(see website or the end of this newsletter for 
destails), or renew in person at a chapter 
meeting. We are exploring an auto-pay option 
for our new website. 

Thanks for being here. We are looking forward 
to a great 2017!

Moving Forward - 2017 IAC38 
Officers & Epic Events

Beth Stanton
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The 2017 Advanced Known has been revised. The only change is figure 7
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The Eagles and Extras have landed!

The Christen Eagle II was introduced to the 
aviation world at the EAA Fly-In, now 
AirVenture, in Oshkosh in 1977. At AirVenture 
2017, we will celebrate the 40th anniversary of 
this stellar, award-winning aerobatic biplane. 
Frank Christensen, president of Christen 
Industries, set the gold standard for kit-built 
aircraft with his series of kits and builder 
manuals. A single-seat version was also built 
by Christen for the famous Eagles Aerobatic 
Team which flew at Oshkosh for 25 years.

The Extra series of aerobatic monoplanes are 
manufactured in Dinslaken, Germany and in 

the past thirty years various models of the 
Extra have been introduced by Walter Extra, 
the chief designer and founder of Extra 
Aircraft. These airplanes are now utilized by 
many of the top  aerobatic competition pilots in 
the world as well as in the airshow industry. 
This gathering at Oshkosh will bring together 
pilots and owners of the various models of this 
premier aerobatic airplane.

Go here to register your bird if you’re flying her 
to Oshkosh 2017:

http://www.eaa.org/en/airventure/features-and-
attractions/airventure-highlight/featured-
aircraft-anniversaries

Aerobatic Airplane Anniversaries at 
AirVenture 2017

http://www.eaa.org/en/airventure/features-and-attractions/airventure-highlight/featured-aircraft-anniversaries
http://www.eaa.org/en/airventure/features-and-attractions/airventure-highlight/featured-aircraft-anniversaries
http://www.eaa.org/en/airventure/features-and-attractions/airventure-highlight/featured-aircraft-anniversaries
http://www.eaa.org/en/airventure/features-and-attractions/airventure-highlight/featured-aircraft-anniversaries
http://www.eaa.org/en/airventure/features-and-attractions/airventure-highlight/featured-aircraft-anniversaries
http://www.eaa.org/en/airventure/features-and-attractions/airventure-highlight/featured-aircraft-anniversaries
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Lorrie Penner  joins the EAA staff as the IAC 
Executive Director on January 2, 2017. IAC 
members - please welcome her when you get 
a chance.

L o r r i e b r i n g s 
s u p e r b 
qualifications to 
the job and you 
w i l l fi n d h e r 
incredibly  easy  to 
w o r k w i t h , 
dedicated, and 
deeply devoted to 
EAA and IAC and 
our missions and 
objectives. She 
currently works as 
a n a c c o u n t 
m a n a g e r a t 
E x e c u t i v e J e t 
Management in 
Cinc innat i and 
b e f o r e t h a t , 
worked in the 
non-profit field as 
a n e x e c u t i v e 
assistant at the 
U n i v e r s i t y o f 
Cincinnati’s Economics Center.

Her volunteer work in IAC  has also been wide-
ranging and extensive. Our secretary for two 
years and currently our achievement awards 

chair and website curator, she also served as 
contest director for infrastructure at the 27th 
World Aerobatic Championships in Texas in 

2013. She was 
secretary for IAC 
Chapter 34 in 
Ohio for ten years 
a n d h o l d s a 
p r i va te p i l o t ’s 
license for both 
s i n g l e - e n g i n e 
a i r c r a f t a n d 
gliders. She has 
helped organize 
h e r l o c a l 
chapter’s annual 
a e r o b a t i c 
competition for 
many years.

While Lorrie will 
not be moving to 
O s h k o s h , o u r 
plan is to have 
her on-s i te in 
Oshkosh at least 
one week out of 
the month. The 
remainder of the 

time will be spent in her home office and she 
will be available during office hours at all 
times. I am delighted Lorrie is joining our staff.

NEW IAC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Michael Heuer 

Laurie Penner
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Complacency is the relaxing of one’s norms brought about by becoming too comfortable in 
a dangerous environment.  It’s the sense that “things have always worked out OK so they 
should this time too”.

Examples such as:

• The Twin Otter pilot who fails to do a control check because the previous 1000 checks 
have all been positive and as a result, nearly kills everyone onboard.

• The military rigger who neglects to do a tool count on the 4th pack job of the day and 
leaves a clamp in place.

• The air show pilots that collide and perish while attempting to pass within feet of one 
another while performing their usual act.

• The camera man who takes care of all the less important steps before releasing his 
brakes, while flying back towards the DZ.

• The skydiving instructor who fails to cut-away a blown-up main parachute, because 
the situation seems manageable.  And, it’s not too much different than what unfolds 
on a regular basis.

These are all good people with good attitudes and safety practices but they became too 
comfortable and let their guard down. 

Complacency preys upon experienced people who are very current.  The problem is, the 
unusual becomes the usual and one loses sight of the fact that what we do is dangerous 
as hell.

COMPLACENCY
Robert Marshall, FAA licensed parachute rigger, Roberts Air Service
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Look who we found in the December 2016 issue of Sport Aerobatics 
magazine! IAC38 treasurer and Great Lakes legend, Howard Kirker and IAC 

SW Regional Director, Tim Just. 
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Documentary shorts from PlaneJunkies:
IAC38’s Howard Kirker and Layne Lisser

Our friend and fellow competitor Tommy Suell from Las Vegas IAC 777created these 
documentary shorts featuring Howard and Layne. Check them out and get inspired!

Great Lakes with Howard Kirker
Minutes with the man Howard Kirker from Northern California IAC Chapter 38:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wzRtIqTwxYk

Christen Eagle 540 with Layne Lisser

Time with Layne Lisser Christen Eagle 540 aerobatic pilot:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jXFKIFqZe-8&t=34s

Extra Attitude 

Attitude Aviation, KLVK now has an Extra 300L for rent. It will be available for 
checkout and solo rental. Go check it out. All the cool kids are flying her. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wzRtIqTwxYk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wzRtIqTwxYk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jXFKIFqZe-8&t=34s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jXFKIFqZe-8&t=34s
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IAC38 Party of Mayhem
A merry time was had by all. Bocce, pizza, and beverages to start…a magnificent three-

course meal to finish. A perfect way to ring out the year with friends and fun! 

(continued)
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The October meeting of the Half Moon Bay 
Pilots Association was an informal gathering at 
Mezzo Luna restaurant. No official business 
was discussed but Brian Branscomb  talked at 
length about his experience as a member of 
an advisory committee looking into potential 
further restrictions on overflights of wildlife 
areas along the Pacific coast. He has 
attended several day  long meetings, gone with 
the committee on a field trip  to Tomales Bay, 
spent many hours at Devil’s Slide observing 
the lack of bird/airplane interactions at the 

Common Murre nesting site, and countless 
hours researching relevant materials and 
meeting with other committee members who 
are part of the general aviation community. 
The scope of the committee’s study is the 
entire Pacific coast. What follows is my take-
away of what he discussed, as it applies to our 
local aviation community.

NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration) proposes expanding the areas 

Bird Rock from the Devil’s Slide trail

(continued)

NOAA and the birds
Dave Williams
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of the Pacific coast where aircraft operations 
below 1000 feet MSL are considered to be a 
violation of NOAA regulations. Currently  the 
SFO Sectional and Terminal Area charts show 
no restrictions on operations below 1000 feet 
MSL in the vicinity of HAF, but NOAA desires 
to adopt such a restriction for the area just off-

shore of the Devil’s Slide Trail (old HWY 1) at 
what is known as Bird Rock (see photos).

If you look at the photos and compare them to 
the SFO Terminal Area chart with the SFO 
Class B marking, and VFR flyway photos, it is 
apparent that at the north end of Devil’s Slide, 

A large percentage of the pilots I have spoken to think that the sensitive bird area is the 
sail-like rocks at the tip of Pedro Point, but it is actually the small rock closest to the old 

gun emplacement.

Overview of Devil’s Slide

(continued)

Blow up of rock
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From the SFO Terminal Area Chart, back side

VFR traffic in both directions will be 
sandwiched between the 1500 feet MSL Class 
B floor and the NOAA restriction of 1000 feet 
AGL. Imagine a day when you are flying below 
the stratus and you are headed north, knowing 
that as you bend around Pedro Point, any 
south bound traffic will be approaching you at 
a rate of closure in excess of 200 MPH, in the 
same 500 foot vertical space that you occupy. 

If you climb you violate the Class B, if you 
descend you are l iab le for c r imina l 
prosecution.

A representative of NOAA wil l be in 
attendance at a future meeting of the 
HMBAPA (date to be announced). It would be 
great for us to have a large turn-out for that 
meeting.

(continued)
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From the SFO Sectional chart
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January 22, IAC38 chapter meeting

February 26, IAC38 chapter meeting

March 4-5, IAC38 Intro to Aerobatic 
Judge School, West Valley Flying Club, 
KPOA

March 26, IAC38 chapter meeting

April 6-8, HAMMERHEAD ROUNDUP, 
Borrego, L08 

April 14-16, Mojave Experimental Fly-
In, KMHV

April 23, IAC38 chapter meeting

May TBD, DUEL IN THE DESERT, 
Apple Valley, KAPV 

May 28, IAC38 chapter meeting

June 1-3, IAC38 COALINGA 
WESTERN SHOWDOWN, C80

June 23-24, APPLE CUP, Ephrata, 
WA, KEPH

June 25, IAC38 chapter meeting

July 11-13, Corvalis Acro Camp, 
Corvalis, OR, KCVO

July 14-16, CORVALIS CORKSCREW, 
Corvalis, OR, KCVO

July 23, IAC38 chapter meeting

July 23-30, EAA AirVenture, KOSH

August 27, IAC38 chapter meeting

August TBD, Beaver State Aerobatic 
Contest, Pendleton, OR, KPDT

September 1-3, HAPPINESS IS 
DELANO, KDLO

September 8-9, APPLE TURNOVER, 
Ephrata, WA, KEPH

September 9-17, FAI World Aerobatic 
Championships, Malelane, South Africa

September 24, IAC38 chapter meeting

September 23-29, US National 
Aerobatic Championships, KOSH

October TBD, BORREGO 
AKROFEST, Borrego, L08

October 22, IAC38 chapter meeting

November 3-4, TEQUILA CUP, 
Marana, AZ, KAVQ

November – no meeting, Thanksgiving 
weekend

December TBD, IAC38 Holiday Party 
of Mayhem 

IA
C

38 2017 C
alendar

(subject to updates and revisions, we’ll keep you appraised each month)
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Chapter 38 would like to extend a very special thank you to Evan and Zoe Peers of Air 
Space Media. Contact:

Evan Peers, Airspace Media
www.airspacemedia.com

www.facebook.com/airspace1
650-868-8998

http://www.airspacemedia.com/
http://www.airspacemedia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/airspace1
https://www.facebook.com/airspace1
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Coalinga 2016 sponsors
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2016 IAC Chapter 38 team
Beth Stanton, president

Dave Watson, vice president
Howard Kirker, treasurer

Tom Myers, secretary
Directors: Chris Combs, Mike Eggen, Marian Harris

Webmaster/email list: Brett Goldsmith
Newsletter editor, Dave Williams

Membership, David Manuel

We are a very diverse group of people with a lot  of interesting stories to be told, and I 
solicit  your input. Submissions are welcomed. We’re not trying to win a Pulitzer Prize 
here, so don’t be intimidated by a perceived lack of writing skills. If you have a story, or 
an idea for one, please submit  it! If you would like an article to be in the next issue 
please submit within the week following the monthly meeting.

Dave Williams, dw370@comcast.net

mailto:dw370@comcast.net
mailto:dw370@comcast.net


20

In addition to helping support all the activities of our chapter, IAC Chapter 38 membership  is 
an insurance requirement if you want to fly  in the box at Tracy for critique days. If you are 
receiving this newsletter and you know you need to get your membership updated, here are 
several ways to do it:

-sign up here for the International Aerobatic Club: https://www.iac.org/roll-us-join-or-renew
-sign up here IAC38 (using PayPal): http://www.iac38.org
-sign up at our next chapter meeting, we accept cash, check and credit card
-Fill out this form and mail it to Howard with your check:

!

JOIN / RENEW

https://www.iac.org/roll-us-join-or-renew
https://www.iac.org/roll-us-join-or-renew
http://www.iac38.org
http://www.iac38.org

