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Prez’ Post 
Cory Lovell 

Though the weather would tell you otherwise, it’s still only 
the beginning of February here in the Bay Area. As usual, it’s 
a slow month for our Chapter. Everyone seems to have their 
aircraft in Annual, getting avionics upgrades, or just saving up 
to pay for fuel during the contest season. Chapter 38 did have 
our annual holiday party at the beginning of January, which I 
wasn’t able to attend (see article later). Darren and Tom 
Myers filled me in and said a good time was had by all. 
Thanks again to Allen Silver for hosting!! 
While we haven’t had many winter activities, we have been 
busy planning several exciting events which will take us right 
up to the Paso Robles Contest, being help June 5th-6th. Peter 
Jensen have the online registration system up and running, 
which will definitely speed up the check-in process. We’ll 
soon be looking for volunteers to help Tom Myers to put a 
great contest together. 
 
As for critique days and fly-ins, unfortunately, Andrew Con-
nolly has informed us that he’s been offered a better job posi-
tion in Texas, and is moving pretty quickly. Andrew was in-
strumental in setting up critique days and fly-ins. Hopefully 
there’s somebody out there who wants to step up and help fill 
in the gaps on our calendar with some flying events. I’ll be 
sending calendar of events and Chapter meeting dates later 
this week. One of the things we’re going to slightly change 

this year is Chapter meeting dates. It seems that the second 
Sunday of the month fell on a few holidays (aka: Mother’s 
Day), so we’re going to try and set chapter meeting dates and 
topics for the year within the next few weeks. That will be a 
topic at our meeting Sunday, Feb 8th.  
 
On March 7th&8th, Chapter 38 will be hosting our first judges 
school in over 2 years at the Hiller Aviation Museum at the 
San Carlos airport. We already have over 20 people regis-
tered, and can have a maximum of 30 people. There will be 
several well know acro pilots attending from all over Califor-
nia, so it will also be a time to catch-up with other pilots. 
Sticking to our theme of bringing new pilots into the IAC, this 
will also be a great opportunity to bring spouses or other non-
pilots and introduce them to competition aerobatics. “To be-
come qualified to judge an aerobatic contest, an individual 
must attend an approved IAC Judges School held at varying 
locations throughout the year, and be an assistant to a grad-
ing judge in no less than 40 flights within an 18-month time 
period. To remain current a judge must pass a Recertifica-
tion and Currency exam annually and have judged at least 
30 flights during the previous year.” So please register if 
you’re interested in becoming a judge, it’s the most important 
part of running a good contest (well, besides the pilots). Reg-
istration: http://www.iac38.org/judges09.htm 
 
Lastly, Kregg Victory, a member of the Red Star Pilots Asso-
ciation (http://flyredstar.org/), is interested in working with 
our Chapter to set-up a Formation Clinic. The clinic would 
cover all the basics required to safely fly formation, including 
hand signals and engagement procedures. “The association 
mission is to promote and preserve the safe operation, display 
and enjoyment of all aircraft, jet to prop, aerobatic, sport, 
warbird and utility, especially those originating in the current 
and former communist block nations. The RPA strives to func-
tion as a clearing house for information related to mainte-
nance and safe operation of our aircraft. Through our desig-
nated Check Pilots and Instructor Pilots we develop stan-
dards, principles and techniques for training member pilots in 
the operation of their aircraft and in formation flying.” 
Kregg’s looking to hold a weekend clinic the first weekend in 
April. This would be a good opportunity to have the aerobatic 
pilots and warbird pilots get together to learn some new skills, 
and hopefully get some of us a FAST card. Please email 
Kregg directly if you’re interested: kregg@balancemyprop.
com 
 
With the economy still moving slowly (although gas prices 
are in our favor), and IAC Chapters folding around the coun-
try, there’s never been a more important time for all of us to 
work together to grow Chapter 38 for long-term viability. If 
you have a 2 seat airplane, take up another pilot and introduce 
them to a loop or hammerhead; bring them to a Chapter meet-
ing, or invite them to Tracy to watch a critique session. I’m 
looking forward to a great flying season with everyone! 
 
-Cory 
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I was planning to attend the Chapter 38 Holiday party, when a 
few days before, I got that call we all dream about “Hey 
Cory, I have a flight out to Salt Lake City on Saturday morn-
ing in the Falcon to pick up some passengers and bring them 
back to the Bay Area. If you and any friends want to go out to 
Park City and ski for the weekend, we have plenty of room. Be 
at the hangar by 7:30am, you’ll be on the mountain by 
10:30am. We’ll pick you back up in Provo on Sunday after-
noon around 4:30pm.” This is amazing, inviting friends to fly 
a private jet to Park City? We were packed and ready to go 
Saturday morning and got a call on the way to the airport that 
the flight was cancelled. Two of the passengers couldn’t go, 
so the others decided to jump on a commercial flight. What a 
disappointment. How do I explain to everyone that we got all 
packed for nothing? No private jet, no skiing, no Park City! 
 
The mood in the car drastically changed. One of my friends 
said, “well, we can’t just go home with our heads down, we 
have to do something.” So, to keep to my commitment of a 
great weekend, I decided we should take my C-182 to Las 
Vegas (Las Vegas can save horrible travel experience). That 
quickly got everyone even more excited than Park City. So 
back to SF, drop off the snowboards, do a quick change of 
wardrobe and we’re off to Palo Alto. After a quick pre-flight, 
we jumped into the 182, turned the key, and here “click, click, 
click”. Hmmm, what am I doing wrong, maybe somebody 
was playing with the G1000 before me and drained the bat-
tery. It’s Saturday afternoon and maintenance is gone for the 
weekend. Not another set-back for our “amazing” weekend. 
So I climbed out and walked around the airport to find a tug 
that had a 28v external power source. I found one, but the fuel 
guy wasn’t authorized to use it. Ok, what’s next? I quickly 
unscrewed the a panel on the side of the fuselage where the 
battery is housed. I pulled the battery out and found a nice 
neighbor to let me use their charger. This should take care of 
it. After about an hour of screwing around and getting food, it 
was time to put the battery back in the airplane. So everyone 
climbed back in, I secured the battery, and we were ready to 
go. I turn on the master, turn the key, “click, click, click”. 
You have to be kidding, it’s not starting. Ok, hand prop? 
Nope, you really can’t hand prop an IO-540. About that time, 
a nice mechanic who stopped by the airport on the way to a 
dinner party walked over to see what the problem was. I told 
him it’s not the battery. He said he’d be right back. Next thing 
I know, he was un-buttoning the cowling, and banging on the 
engine with a hammer. “Turn the key”, he shouted. So here 
we go again. ”cranking, cranking……firing”. Woohoo! He 
carefully put the cowling back on the engine, gave us a 
thumbs up and we were ready to go. The run-up was perfect, I 
hit DIRECT->KLAS on the G1000, and we were on our way. 
Needless to say, 2.5hrs later the weekend was saved as we 
pulled into Atlantic and the courtesy van came right out to us, 
picked us up, and took us right to The Palms Hotel (which has 
great last minute deals by the way). 

Private Jet to Park City … Not That Easy 
Cory Lovell 

 
As usual for Vegas on a Saturday night, there was a ton to do 
and we had a great time. We decided to stay until Sunday af-
ternoon so we could watch some play-off football in one of 
those sports places with 50 TV’s. Around 2pm we decided it 
was time to head back so we can clear the Sierra’s before 
dark. We got back to Atlantic, paid for the outrageous parking 
and fuel prices, then jumped into the courtesy van over the 
airplane. On the way, we got a tour of all the casino jets, 
which included 4 G-V’s, 3 Boeing 737’s, a DC-10, and fi-
nally, the Venetian’s Boeing 747, which we stopped and took 
a picture with. Ok, enough fun we need to get going. I pre-
flighted the airplane while everyone loaded the baggage and 
buckled in. We’re ready to go. I climb in, turn the key. ”click, 
click, click”. This is not good. It’s Sunday evening, during 
football playoffs…there’s no mechanics at the airport. So we 
sat there for a couple minutes trying to figure out what to do. 
Another night in Vegas? Not an option, we have to work in 
the morning. Commercial? After a few calls, we couldn’t find 
any flights. So I said “let me go get a hammer and screw-
driver”. Luckily the line guys were able to at least get those 
tools. So I pop open the cowling, and take the hammer to the 
starter. I tell my co-pilot to turn the key…”click, click, click.” 
What am I doing wrong here? At this point, I’m getting really 
frustrated and figured I had nothing to lose by beating the 
crap out of the starter. After about 10 hard licks with the ham-
mer, I said “turn the key”. “Crank, crank, crank…..firing” It 
worked. I buttoned up the cowling, gave back the tools to the 
line guys (who were watching in amazement), climbed in and 
we were ready to go. By this time the sun was setting and we 
took off 1L right over the Strip, which looks amazing with an 
orange sky behind it. By the time we got to crossing the Si-
erra’s, it was dark, however, there was a full moon and the 
reflection off the snow was bright enough to almost seem like 
daytime. 
 
The moral of the story is don’t take-off on a cross-country 
with any sort maintenance issue. And if you have to, make 
sure you have a mechanic at your destination to look at your 
aircraft “prior” to your planned departure. However, if you do 
happen to get stuck somewhere and the starter isn’t engaging, 
don’t be afraid to take a hammer to the starter solenoid!! Next 
year, I won’t plan on missing the holiday party for a “private 
jet to Park City”.  
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2009 Knowns 
Peter Jensen 

Primary 

Sportsman 

Intermediate 

Advanced 



- 5 - February 2009  

The Newsletter of the Northern California Aerobatic Club, IAC Chapter 38                       www.iac38.org 

Introduction to Aerobatic Judging 
March 7th & 8th, 2009 

Sponsored by IAC Chapter 38,  
Northern California Aerobatic Club 

Instructor: Brian Howard 
 

Chapter 38 is proud to announce that we are hosting Judge's School again this year! 
 
Here is your chance to start earning that coveted position of IAC Contest Judge. Would you like to learn more about what hap-
pens at Aerobatic Contests? Would you like to critique your friends flying? Would you like to know what the Judges are looking 
for? This class is GREAT for new Aerobatic Pilots or our spouses or significant others!  
 
The course is also perfect for experienced Judges who want to brush up their skills or who need to satisfy recurrency require-
ments. 
 
IAC membership is not required. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO AEROBATIC JUDGING 
 
This course presents the basic concepts of aerobatic judging. In this 2-day class you will learn: 

1. What are the roles and responsibilities for the contests? 
2. What is the Aerobatic Zone? 
3. How do your read a competition sequence? 
4. What the judging criteria are for each figure? 

 
Upon completion of this course you will be qualified to volunteer as an assistant judge at any regional IAC competition, and will 
have completed the first requirement towards becoming an aerobatic judge.  
 
Who should attend this course: 

• IAC members who would like to become Regional Judges  
• Companions/spouse of competition pilots who would like to learn to critique  
• Newcomers to the IAC who would like to learn the basic rules behind judging aerobatics  
• Competition pilots seeking a better understanding of what judges are looking for  
• Judges who would like to brush up their skills or who need to satisfy recurrency requirements for attending a judges 

school (only need to attend 2nd day).  
 
WHERE 

San Carlos Airport (KSQL) 
Hiller Aviation Museum 601 Skyway Road 
San Carlos, CA 94070  

WHEN 
March 7th & 8th, 2009  
Saturday: 0730 Registration/Coffee, Class from 0800 -1600  
Sunday: 0730 Coffee, Class from 0800 - 1700 

HOTEL 
Fairfield Inn & Suites By Marriott (650)631-0777 
 

REGISTRATION AND MORE INFO 
               For online registration and links to Rule Book and Aresti Catalog please visit: 
 
                        www.iac38.org/judges09.htm 
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2009 Northern California Gleaming of the Box 
June 5th - June 6th, 2009 
Paso Robles, California 

 

Online Pre-Registration 
You are encouraged to pre-register for the contest. If you pre-register by Tuesday June 2nd we'll print out 
all the forms and have them waiting for you to sign at registration. Click the link below to pre-register. If 
you don't want to pre-register, you can still use the link to create all the forms and print them out yourself.  
 

www.iac38.org/paso2009.htm 
 
Schedule 
 
June 3, Wednesday   All day                         Setup. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED. Setup. Box is CLOSED 
June 4, Thursday      All day                         Registration, tech inspection, & practice. 
                                                                        Box open until sundown 
June 5, Friday           07:00am (SHARP)     Briefing 
                                           08:00am - sundown    Contest flights 
                                           07:30pm                      Pizza party at the airport 
June 6, Saturday       07:00am (SHARP)     Briefing 
                                           08:00am - sundown    Contest flights 
                                           07:00pm                      Awards banquet (location TBD) 
June 7, Sunday                                                    Make-up flights, if weather is a factor 
 

Cost 
Primary                                               $40 
Sportsman through Unlimited             $105 
Banquet                                               $35 
Boxed lunches from Matthew's          approx. $15 
Friday night pizza party                      free if sponsored. Approx. $10 if not 
 

Contest Director 
Tom Myers 
Work: 510-780-4643 
Home: 650-328-2141 
Cell: 650-799-6854 
e-mail: pasocd@iac38.org 
 
More Information 
For information about Hotels, Restaurants, Box aerial photos, Airport etc, check: 
 

www.iac38.org/paso2009.htm 
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From Holiday Party 2009 Unlimited Known 
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Chapter Meeting:  
Sunday February 8th, 2009, 4pm 
Attittude Aviation 
Livermore Airport (LVK) 
 

IAC Chapter 38 Membership Application/Renewal Form 

 

Send with check, made payable to “International Aerobatic Club Chapter 38”, to: 
Howard Kirker, IAC38 Treasurer - 2279 Ocaso Camino - Fremont, CA 94539 

Name:  Spouse:    

Address:      

      

City:  State:  Zip:  

Home Phone:  Work Phone:    

E-mail 1:  E-mail 2:    

IAC #:  EAA #:    

Certificate #:    

Judge:   Regional          National   

Competition:   None          Basic          Sportsman           Intermediate          Advanced          Unlimited 

Aircraft:   N #:    

Referred By:     

Dues:   Single Membership ($25/year)              Family Membership ($30/year)  

EAA Expiration Date:  

Peter Jensen 
Editor, IAC 38 
 


