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What? Only sixteen hours! Are you sure?

— Orville Wright, on hearing about the first nonstop flight across the Atlantic, 15 June 1919
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First off, I'd like to wish everyone a very Happy New Year!  As 
this is my first Prez’ Post, I would first and foremost like to 
thank Darren Pleasance for everything he’s done for our 
Chapter and, even more importantly, the aerobatic community 

as a whole.  He’s spent countless 
hours working with the IAC, 
EAA and FAA to make sure we 
continue to have dedicated 
practice areas while maintaining 
the support of local residents.  
Darren has also been 
instrumental in growing Chapter 
38 to one of the most active 
chapters in the country.  Darren’s 
shoes will be tough to fill, but I 
have a feeling he’ll still be just a 
phone call away. 
 
I can only speak for myself, but I 
think everyone has 
been anticipating putting 2008 

behind them.  It was a tough year for everyone, especially 
aviation  - with gas prices shooting through the roof and 
aircraft values falling through the floor.  Regardless of endless 
bad news and sky-high gas prices, Chapter 38 still managed to 
have an amazing year.  We’re one of the largest and definitely 
most active chapters in the IAC.  While we lost a few members 
(hopefully they just forgot to renew), we were able to add 14 
new active members.

Let me just touch on a few highlights.  First, I think the biggest 
chapter highlight was  the success of the Paso Robles contest.  
Thanks to the great leadership of Tom Myers, we were able to 
get through a record 180 incident-free flights in 2 days.  This 
contest was a true sign of the aerobatic community.  Regardless 
of gas prices, heat, or LONG days, everyone came together to 
have the contest be a huge success.  Secondly, I would like to 
recognize the fact that we had 6 members take home trophy’s 
from the Regional Series – Chapter 38 pretty much swept the 
Southwest and Northwest Region.  Third, I think we had some 
amazing guests attend our chapter meetings, which included 
Bill Stein, Ben Freelove, Sergei Boriak, Virgin Galactic, and, 
last but not least Darren had some great talks to fill in the gaps.

Lastly, I would like to point out our Chapter community 
involvement.  Thanks to everyone who volunteered their time 
and aircraft for the Calaveras Airport Day, Tracy Airport Day, 
and the Girl Scouts Aviation Patch seminar.  This truly shows 
our dedication to maintaining community relations.
 
Now it’s time to look ahead to 2009.  Even though the 
economy’s going to take some time to recover, we’re in a much 
better place than a year ago for aviation.  Fuel prices are back 
down to $3.50/gallon and there’s never been a better time to 
buy an aircraft.  In addition, insurance prices are almost cut in 
half with the new IAC Insurance Plan.  If you haven’t heard 
about this new plan, I would highly encourage you to check it 
out (http://www.iac.org/programs/insurance.html).   

 
Looking to what our chapter 
wants to accomplish in 2009, I 
think we can build on the 
successes of 2008, while coming 
up with new ideas to grow 
membership and participation.  

First and foremost we need to 
focus on growing our 
membership.  While our chapter has 
stayed pretty consistent, the over-all IAC 
membership is falling.  At a National level, they’re asking each 
Chapter to make membership a top priority in 2009.  At a local 
level, I think we’re already doing a lot of the right things, but 
we could probably do more.  I think each member needs to 
help bring new people into our community.  A lot of folks 
aren’t interested in competing, so it’s important to let them 
know the IAC is a lot more than competition.  We’re focused 
on bringing safety to aviation through unusual attitude training 
and aerobatics.  Whether it’s doing a few loops and rolls in a 
Decathlon, a basic spin course, or a afternoon critique session, 
all pilots can benefit from being part of our organization.  It 
would be great to work with other organizations such as Red 
Star, Warbirds of America, and ICAS.  

Secondly, we need to continue to focus on community 
involvement.  Not only will this help maintain support for our 
boxes, it will also drive new membership.  We will continue to 
sponsor Airport Days, fly-ins, and hopefully do some intro 
aerobatic days where we can give aerobatic rides to new pilots.

Lastly, I think we need to continue to have Chapter events.  
Andrew Connolly’s done a great job setting up fly-out events 
and critique days and Don Gutridge is working on bring back 
the Aerobatic Safety Seminar.  We also have a judges school 
set-up for March 7th & 8th at the Hiller Aviation Museum.  

I’m proud to take over as Chapter 38 President, and looking 
forward to blue skies and lot’s of flying.  Please email me with 
any ideas you have for 2009:  cory@sukhoiaerobatics.com

   - Cory  

 

President’s Post
Cory Lovell
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It’s been about six months or so since I first approached Dave 
Watson about co-ownership of the center piece to the Evil 
Empire, the red & white Yakovlev 55, N38YK.  I loved that 
plane from the first time I set eyes on it – so overtly Russian 
and possessed of a sound that could make the Hells Angels 
weep with affection.  (Thought about renaming it Ivana 
Snapalot – can’t you just see the nose art!).  

About that time I was struggling with slow rolls in Attitude’s 
old warhorse Decathlon (now on to gentler pastures, I’m told) 
and prepping for my first competition.  My simple mental math 
went like this:  I get the stupidest grin from flying the 
Decathlon, just imagine what the Yak would do to me.  Right.  
That‘s what Dave was wondering, too.  And rightly so.  400 
horses and a prop that could drive a nuclear sub is certainly not 
the province for the faint of heart.  All the insurance people 
wanted was 5 hours of dual in type.  I had to remind them that it 
was a single seat aircraft.  After a pause, they allowed me to get 
the time in any old Russian airplane so long as it had a radial 
engine.  And thus started the saga of my transition to solo.
 
Cory Lovell, Suk driver extraordinaire and Facebook wonder 
(truly, his page looks like an audition for runway models), was 
the right choice to get me from the Decathlon to the Yak given 
his time in the Sukhoi and other high performance aircraft. We 
started in the West Valley Pitts popping landings at Hayward (I 
haven’t danced like that since I was college in the 80’s) and 
flying more aggressive aerobatics (spins in every variety save 
those nasty knife edge kind).  

In light of my relatively low tail wheel time and low time in 
general, we supplemented our efforts with a intense weekend at 
Tutima doing spins with Bill Stein (in between ground sessions 
comparing notes on our favorite jazz bassists and life in the 
corporate world versus the show pilot world, strangely similar 
in some respects).   And after all of that, I still needed the 
Russian time to be legal in the minds of the insurance types.  
Enter Kyle Petryshen , the proud new owner of a two seat 
Sukhoi SU-29, who, in a fit of misplaced and certainly ill-
advised generosity, allowed Cory to teach me Russian.  Holy 
Mother of God.  I thought the Pitts was a blast.  This was an 
entirely new order of mayhem.  

Five hours later (elapsed, not clock), I’m standing on the tarmac 
at Tracy, looking into the eyes of Dave Watson, who is asking 
me if I’m really ready for this and I’m wondering if that’s what 
Brad Pitt said to himself before he married Angelina.  The beast 
was waiting to be fed.   Once more around the mental check list 
(master on, shower of sparks on, diaper secure, insurance 
premiums paid, etc), I started 38YK.  Poetry.  It has this kind of 
supercharger whine to it that reminds one of those muscle cars 
from the seventies. Canopy secure and I’m off to the runway 
and on my merry. 
 
The first part of the flight was relatively uneventful to the 
outside observer.  Just a few basic maneuvers - loops, rolls, 

spins, etc - as directed by Cory, then back to the patch for a 
clutch of landings.  

Now the real fun.  This is what kept me up a bit the night 
before.  I figured I could get it off the ground if I just followed 
Dave’s directions (apparently a right turning tendency turns 
into a penchant for control towers if you give it too much 
juice). Getting it back on was another story.  Cory, Bill, 
Edward Doerr had all chipped in to sand the stupid off my 
flying habits - at least the most egregious ones.  How bad could 
it be?  

With only about 7 or 8 inches of clearance between the prop 
and the ground when its sitting all by its lonesome, you don’t 
want to bounce a landing otherwise you will probably fold, 
spindle, and mutilate your prop.  Ok, that would be bad.  

Apparently, Dave was almost as nervous as I was wondering 
about what the lovely and talented Johanna (my bride of 8 
years and a generous soul for letting me do this stuff) would do 
to him if I managed to shoot the pouch (insurance proceeds not 
withstanding).  Not to worry, the best efforts of Dave, Cory, 
Bill and Edward came through.  Four landings, none were 
embarrassing and the last was a squeaker.     I’m not sure who 
was more relieved, me or Dave. 
 
Several things stand out for me in this process:  1) it’s a group 
effort, 2) always take the chance to learn from the masters 
when given the opportunity (if you haven’t been to Tutima, 
make the trip) 3) always underestimate your abilities (thanks, 
Dave, I owe you one), and 4) damn this is fun!
 
So what’s the entry speed for a snap roll?

- John

Solo in a Yak
John Haag

Yak is short for Yakovlev,  the manufacturer.  These were 
designed originally as a primary trainer for students who 
would later transition to Soviet jet aircraft. 
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                      Judge’s School
                                                          Cory Lovell

Date:   March 7th & 8th, 2009

Where:   San Carlos Airport - Hiller Aviation Museum  
  601 Skyway Road, San Carlos, CA 94070 (KSQL)

Why: Increase your aerobatic skill as an observer and contestant.  
 Also, qualified judges are essential to making an IAC contest feasible and are a diminishing breed!  

If you are a Regional or National judge:
         
All returning National judges: you must have attended an Advanced or Re-currency school in the past three years.

Re-currency School = 2nd day of an Intro School

Even if you currently meet the three year requirement, attendance at this year's Re-currency school is a convenient way to extend 
your three year qualification.
 
Any judge who lacks the required grading points: you must have attended an Advanced or Re-currency school in the past two years.
 
Finally, all returning judges will benefit from attending the upcoming Re-currency section - it's the best way to become familiar with 
new rules and ask questions about old ones.  I have a hard time believing anyone out there is as thoroughly familiar with all the rules 
as they should be, and Brian Howard is pretty close to the horse's mouth (the best source imaginable).
 
To Register: Email cory@sukhoiaerobatics.com

      - Cory

Southwest Region 
Sportsman
2nd Steve Packer
3rd Mike Eggen
 
Intermediate
1st Tommy Franscioni
 
Unlimited
2nd Norm DeWitt
3rd Todd Whitmer
 

IAC 38 Member Regional Standings

Northwest Region 
Sportsman
1st Steve Packer
 
Intermediate
1st Tommy Franscioni
 
Advanced
3rd Vicky Benzing
 
Unlimited
2nd Todd Whitmer
3rd Norm DeWitt
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From the Editor
Che Barnes

Greeting all and Happy New Year. 

Special thanks to John Haag for taking the time to write a 
great article this month.  It makes me want to go solo not 
just any Yak, but Dave Watsonʼs Yak!  Great stuff and Iʼd 
like to encourage others to share their aviation 
experiences in this newsletter.  We donʼt want to wait until 
the next contest or club  event to hear about it because 
not everyone will be there. Write a blurb  or send in a 
picture!

Also, special thanks to Eric Chasanoff for coming through 
with an great picture and documentation of the Petaluma 
fly-in event.  Looks like it was great weather and a great 
time.                                    -  Che 

T O P : L a k e Ta h o e 
from the air.

LEFT: Air to air form 
with Michael Lloyd.
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Name:  Spouse:    

Address:      

      

City:  State:  Zip:  

Home Phone:  Work Phone:    

E-mail 1:  E-mail 2:    

IAC #:  EAA #:    

Certificate #:  EAA Expiration Date:    

Judge:  ! Regional         ! National   

Competition:  ! None         ! Basic         ! Sportsman          ! Intermediate         ! Advanced         ! Unlimited 

Aircraft:   N #:    

Referred By:     

Dues:  ! Single Membership ($25/year)             ! Family Membership ($30/year)  

 

IAC Chapter 38 Membership Application/Renewal Form 
 

Send with check, made payable to “International Aerobatic Club Chapter 38”, to: 

Howard Kirker, IAC38 Treasurer - 2279 Ocaso Camino - Fremont, CA 94539 

! Che Barnes
Co-Editor, IAC 38
editor@iac38.org

Next Chapter Meeting:

Holiday Party
Saturday January 10th, 6:30 PM
Allen Silver's House
26514 Flamingo Ave
Hayward, CA 94544 US
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