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President’s Post
Cory Lovell

I feel like we just finished with
the February newsletter, and
now I’m already running late on
the March newsletter. However,
it’s for a good reason. For the
last couple of weeks, I’ve been
busy getting together all the
necessary materials, catering
arrangements, and facility details
for our RECORD attendance of
37 students at the Chapter 38
IAC Introduction to Judging
School. Not was this a Chapter
record, it was the largest school
in the US over the last 3 years.
Thanks again to Brian Howard,
who did a great job clearly explaining the rule changes for this
year, and the science behind creating rules. I can’t tell you how
proud I am to be part of such a strong chapter in one of the
roughest economic times. And if that wasn’t enough, we had 7
new members join in the last month, Francis Brennan,
Anthony Lam, Julius Timbol, Eric Ostrom, Christopher
Combs, and David Magaw, and Brian Branscomb. Since
most of these members just recently joined, we’ll be profiling
them in the April newsletter.
While the weather hasn’t felt like Spring lately, the time change
last reminded me we are almost officially to Spring, and have
an extra hour to fly in the evenings. We have a lot of exciting
Chapter events coming up in the next couple of months. I’m
optimistic that we’ll be able to continue the momentum we
have, and get people out flying. Coming up this Sunday,
March 15th, Martin Price and Dave Watson will be organizing
a critique day at Tracy. This won’t be the normal casual
critique day, we’re actually going to try and put what we
learned in the judge school to work. The idea is to partner
current judges with new judges, and actually score practice
flights so not only do the pilots get feedback, but hopefully the
new judges can practice scoring.
April Chapter meeting change – Due to some schedule
conflicts, we will be moving our April meeting to the 3rd
Sunday in April, which is the 19th. Ben Freelove will again
be giving us an amazing presentation. He has been doing
extensive research on snap-rolls, going as far as putting string
on the wings to record the airflow, using different techniques.
Ben plans to build a snap-roll course, and hopefully be writing
a book soon. Our Chapter will be the first to hear this amazing
presentation. The meeting will be at 4 pm at Attitude
Aviation, but will also be broadcast via the web for those who
can’t attend.
Tracy Airport Day – We need to continue working on our
community outreach initiative. On Saturday, April 25th,
Tracy Airport will be hosting a large community airport day.
Since this is the weekend before the Apple Valley contest, we’ll
be doing another large critique day. The format will be similar
to next Sundays judging practice session.
March 2009
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I would like to thank everyone
who has helped get the Chapter
initiatives off the ground this year.
Thanks to Brett Goldsmith for all
the work on updating the website,
specifically putting up all the
content for the judge school
registrations. Thanks to Jessy
Panzer and Judy Stout for getting
lunches together last weekend
during the school. Thank you to Brian
Howard, Howard Kirker, Kyle Petryshen, and Chelsea Engberg
for making the school so successful. Finally, I would like to
thank Martin Price for taking over for Andrew to get our
critique days off the ground.
Lastly, I would like to ask that everyone keeps Paul Lopez in
their prayers. He was killed, along with his passenger in a
tragic accident in his MX2 on Tuesday, March 9th. For those of
you who knew Paul, he was a great inspiration for the aerobatic
community, the airshow business, and to the aviation
community as a whole.

Tracy Airport Day
Don Gutridge

Come join the fun the challenge and the celebration as the
planning of the19th annual Aerobatic Safety Meeting marks
the foundation of a joint venture April 25th 2009 during the
80th Anniversary Celebration at Tracy Airport (TCY).
Part of the celebrations that day will include and IAC Chapter
38 critique session in the Tracy Box and an educational
session on aerobatics open to the public. Then, in the
planning meeting we'll review and revise the plan draft, learn
about the Aerobatic Safety Showcase Blog under
construction, schedule interviews for Flight Line Internet
Radio spots for your message, dialog logistics, volunteers,
registration and publicity, and detail plans for the Safety
Buddy program launch, plus establish the plan
implementation sequence. This planning session will mark
the year long building process for the event to finally return
March 13-14, 2010.
Contact Don Gutridge for questions and details and RSVP at:
Don@WingsOnDreams.com or Phone: 925-684-0900.
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Julius Timbol

New Members

Julius hails from
Alameda and
flies a Super
Decathlon, which
he refers to as
“Pegasus.” When
he embarks
Pegasus, it makes
him wonder just
who he is.

Che Barnes

Eric Ostrom
Eric is 21 years old and hails
from Danville, CA. He has
had a strong interest in aviation
and aerobatics since he was
about 5. But, with no aviation
background in his family it was
hard to get a start in flying.
It wasn't until he was 18 when
he decided to check out local
fields. His first Stop was
Attitude Aviation at Livermore
Airport. His excitement must have been transparent, as they
offered me a job as a line guy. At this time, this was his dream
job and it is when he says he really caught, "The Bug."

Julius works for
Kaiser
Permanente as a
senior data
consultant and
joined IAC38 because he want to get into competition in the
sportsman category, “for now,” he adds. His acro mentor is the
famed Sportsman Champion Mike Eegen. Julius knows he
can't go wrong with this since Mike has won this category on
several occasions. He has also heard a nasty rumor that Mike
has been flying Sportsman ever since the time of dawn! His
first ever first acro experience was with Cecilia Aragon and he
also took some training with Ken Erickson in King City a long
while back. Since he now has his own airplane, the limiting
factor for his practicing is the weather.
Welcome to Chapter 38, Julius!

Doug Sowder
Doug lives in Spokane,
WA. Of course, we know
Doug as a National IAC
Director and he competes
in Advanced in his Extra
300L.

Most of his money went flight training. He started out in one
of Attitude’s Citabria and has made progress - he is currently
a Student pilot with 20 hours solo time and on the last leg to
becoming a private pilot. It's taken him a couple of years to get
where he is, but he says he wouldn't have done it in any other
way. His time at Attitude has allowed him to fly a large variety
of aircraft - most of them he had only dreamed of prior to
working there - including a Super Decathlon, Great Lakes, Pitts
S2-C, Extra 200, Yak-54 and, he notes proudly, the only tricycle
geared aircraft he has time is a Marchetti SF-260 and a T-28B.
Once Eric earns his private, he to devote his flight training
towards aerobatics. It has been a dream of his since he can
remember to become a Competitive Aerobatic Pilot. Joining
Chapter 38 is the next step and he hopes to increase his
exposure to a group of great people and pilots who love what
they do and love to share that passion with others.

Doug has been elected by the IAC Board of Directors twice to
fill vacancies on the Board, and is currently the Northwest
Region's representative. He will be running for IAC Vice
President this spring, so keep him in mind!
Doug is a single, multi, and instrument rated Private Pilot and
lives in Spokane, WA with his wife, Pat. He has two grown
children - Christine in Los Angeles and Colin in New York
City. IAC Chapter 67 is his "home" chapter and he is also a
member of Oregon Chapter 77. We are lucky to now have him
in Chapter 38!

Welcome aboard!
March 2009

Doug first flew aerobatics
with a 10-hour course in a
Citabria at Boeing field in
1971. He bought a Pitts
S-1 in 1992 just to lower
his average hangar cost. He flew his first contest in May of '93
at Ephrata, WA. His first California contest was at Willows in
1994. He bought and rebuilt a wrecked Pitts S-2B, which he
started flying in Advanced in 1998 and which he flew to the
Paso Robles contest in 2000. He has been to every Paso since.
He switched to the Extra in December of 2005.
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Rescue Story
Che Barnes

I grew up on an
organic farm. As
many of you out
there, I highly
desired to fly. I
was also very
convinced that I
was born to be a
fighter pilot.
However, I
realized the
chances were
slim when my
eyes got worse
Crew of CG1716 on deck McClellan
than 20/20 in
college. What do
you get when you
cross a born fighter pilot with organic farming? A Coast Guard
pilot who owns a Pitts. Anyway, I have never really gotten over
the fighter pilot thing - until last month.
I used to fly Coast Guard helicopters. When I transitioned to the
C-130 and was stationed out of Sacramento my buddies joked that
I would go from SAR as in Search and Rescue to SAR as in
Search and Return. The C-130 is a patrol aircraft, most
operational missions are over 6 hours and involve looking for
stuff, usually drug boats or, on occasion, a boat belonging to a
fisherman who’s wife called in saying her husband did not return
that night. When I show people the inside of the C-130, I point
out the SAR pallet and its life rafts, dewatering pumps, and
associated parachutes. The stuff was almost a novelty to me - we
train to drop it on a regular basis - but, honestly, it never happens.
Around the end of last January I was given the keys to the plane
and signed for the aircraft for the 4th time in my life. We were on
a return leg home from Fresno and elected to go VFR up the coast
on the way home. It was good weather and a routine flight. As we
passed Half Moon Bay and were getting ready to hang a right
over the Golden Gate, ATC came on the radio, “Coast Guard
1716, we received a MAYDAY call from a single engine aircraft 7
miles west of Half Moon Bay, he says he lost power, can you
respond?”
I turned southbound and we coordinated with ATC.
As I
descended through around 3,000 feet a Sky West pilot reported
seeing the airplane ditch “behind the C-130.” This case was
getting interesting quick. I turned back to the north and leveled at
around 1,000 feet. Sure enough, we overflew what I later learned
to be a Aeronca Champ floating in the Pacific. On top was one
person waving frantically. “Mark, mark, mark,” we recorded the
position in our flight computer.
At this point, the maritime Coast Guard frequencies were quiet.
The only people who knew about this ditched aircraft was ATC,
the Sky West pilot, and us. Our radioman quickly remedied this
with a MAYDAY call himself - they heard it as far away as
Humbolt Bay. Within minutes, the frequencies came alive with
March 2009

-4-

www.iac38.org

Coast Guard Cutter TERN and Sector San Francisco. The
posse was coming.
Meanwhile, we were flying through
checklists - flaps down, drop master ready with the life raft,
safety harness on, smoke markers ready, ramp and door,
“cleared to open.” The rush of wind filled the aircraft. OK,
now it was time to turn back and find this guy.
To my consternation, as the flight computer distance readout of
the position that we marked ticked down, I could not see the
airplane. We were about 500 feet high or so - nothing. This
was bad. Then, I saw an object to the left of the nose, its was
the pilot treading water. He was visible for only about 5
seconds. “Drop, drop, drop,” the smoke marker went out the
back. His airplane had sunk within minutes of the ditching.
The situation now was positively alarming. Coastal Northern
California water is cold - people don’t last in it very long
without a wetsuit or drysuit. I knew this all to well from my
time looking for PIWs (people in the water) when I flew
helicopters out of San Fran. Usually, by the time we could get
on scene, the PIW was tragically gone. I knew that CG Air
Station San Francisco was launching, but unless they had a
helo already airborne, they could get off the deck in 20-30
minutes minimum - plus 7 minutes or so to on scene. People
can go unconscious in 50 degree water in a little as 45 minutes.
Meanwhile, this guy was treading water 10 miles offshore and
the only game in town was us.
“Ready with one raft rigged to inflate,” I lined up on the smoke
and cheated a bit to the right. We were down at 200 feet, 130
knots, and looking. A head and arms is hard to see from an
airplane - I did not get a
visual on him until
seconds prior to the drop
- I was left of the target
and added right rudder
and aileron, “Drop, drop,
drop,” I knew it was not
perfect but also knew
how cold the water was.
Every landing you walk away
When we circled
from is a good one!
around, we saw the line
about 20 yards from the
pilot in the water, the raft was perhaps 30 yards or so - he
would have to swim for it. As we orbited, we prepared a
second raft. At this point, two Air National Guard HH-60
helicopters who were conducting training with the Coast Guard
showed up. They hoisted him out of the raft and took him to
Air Station San Francisco. He was hypothermic when he got
there - feet blue, uncontrollable shaking.
The whole evolution took 20 minutes or so. The airplane sunk
in less than 5 minutes of the ditching. Had we not been right
there, I don’t know if we would have been able to find just a
person treading water in a timely fashion.
Fate works in funny ways. Yes, flying an F-18 would be an
experience, but this particular flight is hard to beat. Fly Coast
Guard!
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For Sale

Congratulations!

Pitts Special S1S, $39K

Congratulation to IAC 38 club member Kevin Cordes for earning
his CFI rating. Great job Kevin! He took the check-ride out of
Exec Flyers in Sacramento using a Piper Arrow.

Have a Facebook Account?
Join the IAC 38 Group!
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=49794595414
Pitts S1S Experimental ready for air-racing or aerobatic
competition up to unlimited level. This is a light, fast, and greathandling S1S with 360 deg/s roll rate, hangared at LVK, ready for
immediate sale.
http://N69RJ.weebly.com, includes photo gallery and
link to Google video.

I took this at the holiday party but I forgot to send it
to Peter last month. Don’t do like me, send in pics as
soon as you take them!

Get Healthy
www.farmfreshtoyou.com
McClellan Airport Tour. Below: OV-10 Bronco on
the CDF ramp. Right: An annual inspection for a P-3
operated by Aero Union for fire fighting operations.
Below Right: CalStar has a 24/7 response staff for
medical flights using Cessna 421s.
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Spouse:

Address:

City:

State:

Home Phone:

Work Phone:

E-mail 1:

E-mail 2:

IAC #:

EAA #:

Certificate #:
Judge:
Competition:

Zip:

EAA Expiration Date:
! Regional
! None

! National
! Basic

! Sportsman

! Intermediate

Aircraft:

! Advanced

! Unlimited

N #:

Referred By:
Dues:

! Single Membership ($25/year)

! Family Membership ($30/year)

IAC Chapter 38 Membership Application/Renewal Form
Send with check, made payable to “International Aerobatic Club Chapter 38”, to:
Howard Kirker, IAC38 Treasurer - 2279 Ocaso Camino - Fremont, CA 94539
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Che Barnes
Co-Editor, IAC 38
editor@iac38.org

Next Chapter Meeting:
Sunday, April 19th, 4pm
Attitude Aviation
Livermore Airport, CA.
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