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Spring Into the Contest Season
Spring is upon us, and soon we’ll be in the
thick of the peak flying and contest season!
While we are still having on-again/off-again
rainy days, I am hoping that the weather this
weekend will allow us to have our first Critique
Day of the year at the Tracy Airport. As I
mentioned in last month’s note, the ramp at
Tracy Airport is due for some maintenance.
The good news is, it will not start until some

time after next weekend - perhaps the
following week, or maybe the week later.
Details on the Critique Day are below - please
read them (and RSVP) if you’d like to attend.
Switching topics, I’d like to point out the
articles that follow - in particular, you’ll notice a
mix of the familiar with Beth writing about her
continued outreach efforts at a recent Women
in Aviation event, as well as Zinnia’s outreach
(continued)

1

to a local EAA chapter, where she bravely put
herself in front of a group of strangers and
spread the acro gospel. Additionally, Brennon
York, who kindly stepped up to the role of
Contest Director, will give an update on

Coalinga. I hope others see the theme of new
writers stepping up, and get inspired to
contribute to future newsletters!
Blue skies!

IAC38 Chapter Meeting / Critique Day
Sunday March 26th, 2017
Come join us at KTCY to get your critiquing and judging on!
When: Sunday March 26, 10am - 4pm
Where: KTCY
How: You MUST RSVP to josh.horwich@gmail.com - I’ll need to know who’s coming, and who
to contact if the plans change - weather could change on us.
- We set up on the ramp area east of the threshold end of runway 30 - there is PLENTY of
parking space.
- Plan on arriving on time for the briefing. You’ll need to have your IAC and IAC38 membership
up to date, get briefed on the box procedures, and sign the box waiver. Since it’s a new year,
everyone should get a re-briefing even if they’ve been briefed before. Also, everyone still
needs to sign the daily box log.
- Please plan on attending for the majority of the day. This is a group endeavor and a team
effort, so we all need to share in running the day smoothly. We will need people monitoring
CTAF and we will brief people on the radio procedures. Exceptions allowed for people using
rental aircraft since they might need return to their base earlier.
- As always, remember to bring lunch/snacks, water, sunglasses, sunscreen, and a hat. If you
can, please bring a camp chair and/or a handheld radio.
- If you’re planning on practicing a sequence such as a freestyle, bring C forms for the
critiquers.
- If you’re a newly-certified judge soon-to-be judge, plan on absorbing some practical
knowledge from the more-experienced judges/critiquers!
- Most of all, let’s have a safe and fun kick-off to the 2017 season!
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Aerobatics: the Pinnacle of
the Pilot’s Art
Zinnia Kilkenny

If You Have Passion Flaunt It.
It was perfect flying weather for late February
as I was preparing to drive to the airport when
a text arrived. The EAA president of chapter
62 asked whether I’d be interested in being a
guest presenter at the chapter’s next meeting
to speak about aerobatics.

command over the aircraft. I was going to
reach the elusive flow state toward which
many competitive athletes aspire. I was
determined to “get one on!”
So without hesitation to the question proposed
earlier, I gave a resounding impulsive yes!

The invitation arrived just as I was assembling
perhaps an over-zealous inflight list: precise
45’s, razors edge vertical lines, perfected
figures showcasing my ability to feel the plane,
graceful effortless flying, yet having great

With eyes fixed straight ahead, I recalled that
which we as human social primates fear more
than death: public speaking. Though it’s
important to find common ground with your
(continued)
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audience. They say pilots are apprehensive of
unusual attitudes and spins.
Therein lies the common ground:
apprehensiveness. Perfect.

back of the room, "I AM NEVER GOING TO
DO THIS!!!"
The instant replay seemed to me more like, "I
AIN'T EVER GONNA TO DO THIS", but I
think it was more like the first "I AM NEVER
GOING TO DO THIS," but with the “gunna”
part in a down-home colloquial accent, it was
just the right amount gasoline added to my
already fired up enthusiasm to... convert them
all.

After landing from my precisely effortless flow
state flight I called back with a furrowed
brow. “You'd like me to tell my story?” The
reply was succinct: "Yes.”
What Would I Have to Offer?
My aerobatic story is under construction. As a
neophyte competitor with a mere 10 contests
under my belt, I remembered that we as pilots
have our firsts: our first flight, first take off. Our
first landing, solo, loop, contest; the dreaded
“not if but when” first zeroed figure or flight.
Presenting my story on competition aerobatics
would simply be another first. With nostalgia,
we get to recount these memories while
adding hours ratings and endorsements
immortalized in the aviators diary, the log
book. You’re, no doubt, smiling reflectively
while reliving your firsts.

My goal was singular: to have everyone see
themselves as competitive aerobatic pilots.
The challenge was to instill the same euphoric
excitement we feel for the sport. Yet, to get it
into their veins I’d have to get it into their
hands, so prior to the presentation, everyone
was handed a sequence card.
As an opener I dispensed with the usual
verbal introduction of who I am and instead
piqued the engrossed audience’s curiosity with
the time-honored Aresti dance.
In imagination the “wow” moment went like
this : https://youtu.be/XX7XE3Atk0s

Still, I’m but one aerobatic ambassador
adventurously flying inverted through life. The
real story and adventure is the one the
audience would someday soon embark I
figured why not recruit 20 or 30 more
aerobatic ambassadors?

This eloquently segued to where this highspeed precision aerial ballet takes place: The
Aerobatic Box.
On a sober note, speaking passionately and
enthusiastically about a topic for which we
already feel deep appreciation only carries so
far. Instilling an appreciation, better yet,
motivating others to action for their personal
safety or the safety of their passengers, is
another way to communicate the
message. Safety is the underlying reason for
our articles and presentations. For this is the
why we encourage and put forth effort to grow
the sport. We can’t afford not to fly aerobatics

So, like a winged messenger with a renewed
sense of moral duty, the presentation became:
How You Can Get Started in Competition
Aerobatics!
Knowing the attendees didn't choose the topic,
and mindful of this, I decided on brevity. A wise
decision made clear during the two seconds
between the host’s announcing, "We welcome
Zinnia!" and the highly audible retort from the

(continued)
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considering what we yield in safety. The
reward: a life lived adventurously as told in our
aviators’ diaries.

My strategy going in was brevity born from
humility. Heeding the maxim, “Always Leave
Them Wanting More,’ I attempted to close,
then again, then three and four times. The
questions kept coming, sometimes two at a
time, and mostly from my “I ain’t ever gonna
do this” newly converted friend.

Leave ‘em Wanting More
The evening concluded with the collaborative
portion with sequence cards in hand of the
newly minted Aresti-literate professionals
following along to video of my 2016 Freestyle
set to music. https://youtu.be/DhGtwCi0W_s

I understand that the saved will be among
those reading this. Yet, if collectively we not
only share but flaunt our passion for
aerobatics, we will have contributed to
growing a sport steeped in safety while
inculcating a life of fearless flying adventure.

There was a humorous moment when, arms
akimbo, I asked “Any questions?”
accompanied by the slide pictured below.

Can I get an Amen?
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Livermore Women
in Aviation event
Beth Stanton

A cadre of volunteers introduced the many
facets of the aviation industry to 40 high
school girls at the third Livermore Women in
Aviation event on March 3.
Organizer Silvia Kersh assembled a diverse
array of people and planes to pull off an
inspiring event. Activities included a panelist
discussion, trying on flight suits and touring
a biz jet, Pilatus and Bell 400 helicopter at
Five Rivers Aviation, visits to Precision Static

Testing, Attitude Aviation and a tour of the
control tower.
Local pilots brought their planes to the north
ramp for display and exploration. Mimi Steel,
Jacquie Warda and myself represented the
aerobatic community and also served as
group tour guides. Excitement was palpable,
with the girls eager and receptive. I believe
we just may have set the hook for a number
of these young ladies.

(continued)
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Coalinga Update
Brennon York

We've been working diligently to get our
trusted Coalinga Western Showdown
ready for prime time this year. With this
being my first time as Contest Director I've
been leaning a lot on Tom and other
members of the chapter to ensure we're
setup and ready to go. So, before I go any
further, thanks to everyone I've been
bugging for your patience and assistance.

websites pilots needed to go to just to sign
up for a contest. They now have
everything listed under iac.org with the
Western Showdown listed at:
https://www.iac.org/node/2295485.
What IAC is still working on is the ACRS
replacement. This system, for those like
me not familiar with the acronyms, was the
system that pilots used to explicitly register
for contests. Since a replacement hasn't
been launched yet and the previous site is
now defunct the IAC and I are asking that
all participants email either Tom or myself
as their intent to register. I won't badger on
this because we're so far out, but it

Now, before we get into contest specifics
you all might've noticed things have
changed this year with respect to how one
registers for a contest and where contests
are listed. The IAC has been working to
consolidate the number of previous

(continued)
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definitely helps us plan if we know you're
planning on coming.

Now, we're doing a great job getting the
core of the contest ready, but we're
missing one key piece. You! As always this
contest lives and breathes from the
volunteers that help make it run and we
have some big shoes to fill. Some key
positions we'd love to get organized before
the contest are the registrar and scorer as
well as volunteers to help create
clipboards. If anyone is interested in
volunteering for any position or if anyone
has questions about the contest please
reach out to me at :
brennon.york@gmail.com.

Okay, will all the new info out of the way,
where are we at with contest planning? At
this time we have the insurance from EAA,
the waiver application has been submitted
to the FSDO, and all trophies / clinkies /
awards ordered and / or with Dave Watson
already (thanks to Dave and the Evil
Empire for courier duty). Beth has
graciously taken the role of coordinating
auction items this year and we have our
tech. inspectors ready to roll. One issue
we ran into was that the restaurant that we
usually work with to order lunches for
everyone has unfortunately shut down so
Tom and I will be piloting a new restaurant
(drum roll please)... Subway!

Keep practicing until then and I'll see you
all in June!

C80
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March 26, IAC38 chapter meeting / critique day (KTCY)
April 6-8, HAMMERHEAD ROUNDUP, Borrego, L08
April 14-16, Mojave Experimental Fly-In, KMHV
April 23, IAC38 chapter meeting
May 4-6, DUEL IN THE DESERT, Apple Valley, KAPV

June 1-3, IAC38 COALINGA WESTERN SHOWDOWN, C80
June 23-24, APPLE CUP, Ephrata, WA, KEPH
June 25, IAC38 chapter meeting
July 11-13, Corvalis Acro Camp, Corvalis, OR, KCVO
July 14-16, CORVALIS CORKSCREW, Corvalis, OR, KCVO
July 23, IAC38 chapter meeting
July 23-30, EAA AirVenture, KOSH
August 27, IAC38 chapter meeting
August 11-12, Beaver State Aerobatic Contest, Pendleton, OR, KPDT
September 1-3, HAPPINESS IS DELANO, KDLO
September 8-9, APPLE TURNOVER, Ephrata, WA, KEPH
September 9-17, FAI World Aerobatic Championships, Malelane, South Africa
September 24, IAC38 chapter meeting
September 23-29, US National Aerobatic Championships, KOSH
October TBD, BORREGO AKROFEST, Borrego, L08
October 22, IAC38 chapter meeting
November 3-4, TEQUILA CUP, Marana, AZ, KAVQ
November – no meeting, Thanksgiving weekend
December TBD, IAC38 Holiday Party of Mayhem
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IAC38 2017 Calendar

May 28, IAC38 chapter meeting

Chapter 38 would like to extend a very special thank you to Evan and Zoe Peers of Air
Space Media. Contact:
Evan Peers, Airspace Media
www.airspacemedia.com
www.facebook.com/airspace1
650-868-8998
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Coalinga 2016 sponsors
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2016 IAC Chapter 38 team
President: Josh Horwich
Vice-president: Dave Watson
Treasurer: Howard Kirker
Secretary: Tom Myers
Directors: Marian Harris, Chris Combs, Beth Stanton
Newsletter Editor: Dave Williams
Membership: David Manuel
Webmaster: Brett Goldsmith

We are a very diverse group of people with a lot of interesting stories to be told, and I
solicit your input. Submissions are welcomed. We’re not trying to win a Pulitzer Prize
here, so don’t be intimidated by a perceived lack of writing skills. If you have a story, or
an idea for one, please submit it! If you would like an article to be in the next issue
please submit within the week following the monthly meeting.
Dave Williams, dw370@comcast.net
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JOIN / RENEW
In addition to helping support all the activities of our chapter, IAC Chapter 38 membership is
an insurance requirement if you want to fly in the box at Tracy for critique days. If you are
receiving this newsletter and you know you need to get your membership updated, here are
several ways to do it:
-sign up here for the International Aerobatic Club: https://www.iac.org/roll-us-join-or-renew
-sign up here IAC38 (using PayPal): http://www.iac38.org
-sign up at our next chapter meeting, we accept cash, check and credit card
-Fill out this form and mail it to Howard with your check:

!
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