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2006 Member Dues
Paso is coming up NEXT month...
Have you paid your dues yet?
Please use the form on the last page or
go to iac38.org and you can link to
Paypal (use the 'About IAC 38' tab), to
renew or start your membership for
2006. Just $25/year, or $30/year for a
family. Please provide all requested
info/updates on the form. Thanks!
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90 minutes and folks were still learning a ton and really enjoying themselves. We'll have Todd back again soon for sure.

Prez’ Post
Darren Pleasance

Speaking of Todd, there's an Airport open-house, and fund
raising event for Todd's trip to the Poland AWAC competition
later this summer. The event will be held at the Pine Mountain Lake airport on Saturday, June 3rd. The details can be
found later in this newsletter, and it would be great to have as
many of our members attend this event to support both the
Chapter (we'll have a booth there), as well as Todd. The airport part of the event will run from roughly noon until 5:00
p.m. including fly-bys and some aerobatics, and then, for
those who can stay, there will be an evening event featuring
Vicki Cruse, our esteemed IAC President, as the guest
speaker. We'll need a few volunteers to help (wo)man the
Chapter 38 booth for periods of time during the day so let me
know if you're willing and able to do that.
On the National front, there are a bunch of efforts underway
to revise our current category structure to one that helps solve
some of the current category compression issues by essentially adding a category between Intermediate and Advanced,
though the actual answer is a bit more nuanced than this and
will be more broadly offered up to the membership later this
summer for feedback. My own personal view is that it's a
great step and may help provide a slightly more interesting
starting level than Primary currently does, while creating
move-up opportunities for those who feel parked in Interme-

April showers bring May flowers...
Let's hope that's right and the aerobatic flower finally starts to
bloom. If last weekend was any indication, I think we're finally on the right track. We had about 10 planes and pilots
show up for our second official "critique day" and the overall
event was a smashing success. Special thanks to Andrew for
orchestrating the whole thing. Everyone had a great time, the
critiquing was outstanding, and I got to practice my second
critique-day-turned-maintenance-day session into one around
"how quickly can you charge a dead battery". Turns out the
answer is "not quickly enough" in that I had to get our webmaster guru Brett Goldsmith to pull his car up to my plane
and give me a helpful jump start. Oh well, the flying was still
great, it's just that I wasn't doing it...
On other fronts, last month's Chapter meeting with Todd
Whitmer talking about tips and tricks was absolutely outstanding. The only complaint I received was from folks who
wish we'd planned for a longer session since we cut it off at

Flying High
Darrin Silver - www.FlyingHighComics.com
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group. I'm very optimistic about the momentum
and trajectory of where the IAC is going.
Closer to home, I'd like to remind folks about
our upcoming Chapter meeting on Sunday, May
14th, we'll likely have another session on
"Flying the Maneuvers" given our proximity to
the contest season and last month's overwhelmingly positive response. Watch for the email
over the coming days to confirm the specific
agenda for our meeting.
And lastly, I can't go a full Pres Post without
mentioning the Tracy Box. I won't go into all
the gory details of the many conversations I
continue to have with City officials, Oakland
FSDO, newspaper reporters, and individual resiLast Month’s Meeting
diate because of the heavy negative G requirements of Advanced. I'm sure we'll get lots of feedback that we'll have to
work through, but the group that's leading this at the National
level has invested a lot of time in trying to get this right so I'm
hopeful we'll have a new set of fun and challenging categories
next year to work with.
The other national news that may be of interest to you is
around the general direction of the IAC. In short, the strategy
committee, of which I'm a member, has been working on a set
of initiatives to broaden the relevance of our organization to
both aerobatic competitors as well as enthusiasts
alike. Rather than diminishing the good things that are happening around competition, the main focus is to add to that a
set of initiatives that help make our club a more interesting

Calaveras Fly-In
dents but let me just re-emphasize how critical it is that we
behave at Tracy in the most professional manner possibly,
with strict adherence to our Usage Guidelines and the Special
Provisions in the waiver. We have an opportunity to set the
standard for the whole country with how IAC pilots and communities can work together to keep our sport alive. We have
done that 100% so far, and that's why the City has been so
supportive of us, but given the discussions I'm having behind
the scenes, it's pretty clear that any mess up at all, particularly
in these early days of our renewed waiver, would set us back
quite a ways. Thanks in advance for all of your diligence in
helping us preserve the box.
I hope you're all having a chance to get out and fly a bit and I
hope to see many of you at our next Chapter meeting, critique
session, or other Chapter event one of these days. For what
it's worth, the last few Chapter meetings have been standing
room only so I encourage you to get their early or be at risk of
not getting a seat :-)

Critiquing at Tracy
place for folks who just like to loop and roll around the sky,
and couldn't care less about whether their lines are vertical or
their loops are round. For what it's worth, that's actually the
majority of folks who belong to the IAC today. As such, under Vicki's leadership, I think we'll start to see a number of
great things with the magazine, the website, Chapter programs and other efforts that can only help to strengthen our
May 2006

Blue Skies, and Don't forget to Renew Your Membership if
you haven't.
- Darren
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AWAC Fundraiser for Todd Whitmer
Vicky Benzing/Che Barnes
A recap from last month, but in
case you missed it or need reminding:
Vicky Benzing is organizing a
fundraising event for Todd
Whitmer to attend the AWAC
in Poland in August. This
fundraising event will be in
conjunction with the monthly
Pine Mountain Lake Aviation
Association meeting which
occurs the first Saturday of
every month. Hence the
PMLAA will be helping with
the logistics for the event.

to

The hardware line-up at Tracy April 30th. Todd’s aircraft is in front.

show off their skills. Wayne Handley has agreed to be the air
boss.

The event is scheduled for June 3rd, 2006 beginning at noon
at the Pine Mountain Lake airport (E45). Vicky would like to
invite all of the members of Chapter 38 to attend. It should be
a good time.
Here is our proposed schedule of events:

For those that would like to stay for the BBQ, please RSVP
so that Vicky can plan for the food. They will be asking for a
small donation for the BBQ (to go to the Advanced team/
Todd). RSVP's can be sent to Vicky’s email:
vkflyer@aol.com.

12:00-3:00 pm Arrivals, rides, static display
3:00-5:00 pm Field closes, skydiving exhibition, aerobatic
exhibition, fly-by's
5:00-7:00 pm Field opens, BBQ on Vicky’s ramp/hangar
7:00-8:00 pm PMLAA meeting (everyone invited to attend)
and presentation by Vicki Cruse (our own IAC president!)

Official sunset for that day is 8:42 pm. The schedule should
allow for those that flew in to get home before it gets
dark. Anyone who would like to stay and party is welcome. There are hotels in town or Vicky can find rooms with
some of the local PMLAA members (again, let her know).

Vicky was able to secure a waiver from the Fresno FSDO for
a box at the end of runway 27 to hold an aerobatic exhibition
and will be asking some of our local pilots (including Todd)

There is a restaurant on the field for breakfast the next morning and they are planning to ask them to set up something for
lunches on the day of the event.

Editor’s Column
Che Barnes
Chapter 38 is reaping the benefits of the new boxes at Tracy
and Calaveras and the newsletter shows it. The gatherings are
great for both pilots and non-pilots alike. I was pleased to stop

by Tracy airport this past weekend—I flew my Nissan there.
The weather was outstanding and there was plenty of pilot
talent and airplanes to check out.
Next month should be even better as we kick off the contest
season.
Special thanks to Brett Goldsmith, Cory Lovell, and Ben
Hochman for taking some great pictures of the Calaveras FlyIn and getting them on the web. Its great newsletter material.
As usual, please keep me in mind if you have any e-pics of
your acro adventures.
- Che
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Calaveras Fly-In
Andrew Connolly
Neither the grim spring weather nor Presidential TFR’s could
prevent the Chapter supporting the Calaveras County Fly-In
…. It took a few attempts to get there, but we made it and
even managed to get a couple of flights in the aerobatic box
thanks to Dave Watson and Todd Whitmer.

Eventually the
sealing lifted to the
point where we
could use the box,
provided you did
n’t mind starting a
little low and both
Todd and Dave got
a practice flight in.
When flown
against a cloud
ceiling rather than
blue sky the planes
really stand out a
lot more making
any error all the
more obvious.
(That’s what they
said anyway).

It was a grim group that gathered at Attitude around 9.00am.
The ceilings in the valley were ~ 2400 AGL and Calaveras
was reporting 1200. Not great for even getting there let alone
any aerobatic’s. We persuaded Yuichi Takagi and Peter Williams (Team - 7PS) to act as the “blind probe” and venture
out into the valley and give it a try, with strict instruction if
they made it to report back on arrival. After nearly an hour
with no sight or sound of 7PS it was decided that speed and
brute force must have failed and it was time for cunning,
stealth and slowness … it was time for probe no. 2 the Attitude Cub !

Calaveras is a great little airport, with a very long history of
aerobatic activity in its past and hopefully its future. The air-

The Attitude Cub
Skulking across the Central Valley at 1500ft and 65 mph the
Cub was perfect for the conditions giving you plenty of time
to make decisions and work out the best way in. Going North
of the hill’s in front of the airport, over New Hogan Reservoir
we made it in easily finding Todd Wittmer and Mike Egan
wondering if we were ever going to turn up. A quick call back
to base and the rest were on there way.

Dave Watson’s Yak
port manager is very pro-aviation and enjoys us using the
airport to fly. Gas is cheap and the future of aerobatic’s at
Calaveras is really very much down to us, how we manage
ourselves and where we are able to continue to support the
airport anyway we can.

Despite the weather the fly-in was fantastic with a great turn
out of people and planes. Hangers were opened up revealing
some unusual planes, a DeHavilland Rapide, a ½ built full
size Spitfire replica and then out on the ramp there was everything from Todd’s Edge 540T, Harmon Rocket’s, a pair of
beautifully polished Cessna 140’s & and all kinds of planes.
In all there were probably close to 70 planes. The turn out
from the local community was fantastic, with lots of people
and really friendly atmosphere.

May 2006

Many thanks to Todd, Mike, Dave, Sal, Peter, Cory, Brett,
Ben and Darin for making the effort to get and fly on a dismal
day to support the airport.

Andrew Connolly
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WWW.IAC38.ORG Web Statistics
Peter Jensen
During the month of April, this newsletter was downloaded
from 165 unique IP addresses. The most downloads are
from California, but there are downloads from places like;
Sweden, Canada, France, Finland, Brazil, and Spain as well.
The breakdown by country and state is in the table below.
For some IP addresses it’s not possible to trace it to a geographical location. Those are in the ‘Unknown’ category.

Country/City/State

Hits

UNITED STATES XX

60

UNITED STATES CA

44

UNKNOWN

29

UNITED STATES VA

4

UNITED STATES TX

3

UNITED STATES IN

3

SWEDEN (SE)

2

CANADA (CA)

2

UNITED STATES NM

2

UNITED STATES AZ

2

UNITED STATES MA

2

UNITED STATES CO

2

FRANCE (FR) Paris

1

UNITED STATES NY

1

UNITED STATES OR

1

UNITED STATES MI

1

EUROPEAN UNION (EU)

1

UNITED STATES NJ

1

FINLAND (FI) Sipoo

1

SPAIN (ES) Madrid

1

UNITED STATES OK

1

BRAZIL (BR)

1

TOTAL

Google/Yahoo Searches
An interesting thing about our web-site is how people get there.
Most people get there through a search on either Google or Yahoo. Here’s some of the search strings that returned a pointer to
our web-site.
Tracypress
flight deck helmet
paso robles + aerobatic
Iac38
andy geosits
nasa asrs
pitts s1s
che barnes
www.iac38.org
Pitts S1S
hgu visor
"doug burr" loral
Che barnes
christen eagle for sale
play tcy tower
tracypress, california
pitts s1-s chapter 38
pitts s-1s
mike penketh
aerobatic helmets
2005 iac known
mike davis iac
marilyn dash
simpson helmet clearance
+"tracy aerobatic box"
Zivko Edge 540 for sale
kelly+pietrowicz
alexus stout
"freebird 300"
brad oliver plane
Sean Tucker Bailout
todd heffley texas
graham bird pitts
buy "mong racer"
cost to own an airplane .xls
kurt haukohl
yak 55 builder
dr-107 flight test
"Tahoe Aces" Pitts
"Peter Gillcrist"
pitts s1t article
PITTS S1S FOR SALE
Cap 232 David Ellison
Melissa Andrzejewski
allyson parker-lauck
tucker stuntpilot
new hangar paso robles
expense analysis
Tom Myers IAC
Bryan and brad gallery
m14p engine
Graham Bird Ottawa
howard kirker
vic krusi
red bug pitts s-1s
"doug burr" pilot
pitts N8L
"flop tube" "Pitts S-1T"
bob hoover arrogance
"ben freelove" aerobatic
hayward airport aerobatic
yak 55 pilot report
red baron pizza logo pdf
surplus nomex flight suit
sean tucker's aerobatic costs
motel 6 San Luis Obispo
"Bob Oliver", Kitty Hawk, NC
"Michael Flynn vice president"
The plane Therese Peltier flew
"abbotsford airport" homebuilt
renny price wayne handley pics
Cecilia Aragon and the Sabre,
Beginning Competition Aerobatics
apple valley aerobatic competition
high noon warbirds flight tours Ephrata WA
livermore airport flight training supply stores
aerobatics competition paso robles california

165
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New Members
Che Barnes
Rick Davidson
Rick joined last month. He has been flying since 1987, when
he received his private pilot's license. Since then, he has
picked up a commercial, instrument, CFI and multi-engine
ratings. As part of his CFI training, he was introduced to
spins. It was during this training that he caught the aerobatic
"bug". This eventually led to the purchase of a Pitts S2C.

Mike Torbett
In 1998 Mike bought his first aerobatic plane - a Pitts S2A .
In 1999 he became involved in aerobatic competition, participating in various contests at the sportsman level in 1999 and
2000. In December of
2000 he began a teardown
and restoration of his S2A
that kept him busy for the
next 15 months. He stared flying the S2A again in 2002 and
flew several contests in 2002 and 2003 at the intermediate
level. In 2004 he sold the S2A and in November 2004 pur-

Rick just started competing, and in fact his first contest was
the 2006 Borrergo Minifest in April, where he squeaked out a
third place showing.
Rick was taught everything he knows about
aerobatic flying from two
outstanding pilots - Benjamin Freelove and Bill
Stein, both instructors at
Sean Tucker's school in
King City, CA. and members of IAC chapter 38.
According to Rick, "These
guys are awesome instructors. It was only after
receiving coaching from
them, both in the air and
from the ground, that my
flying really improved.
My success is directly
related to their patience to put up with my screw-ups."

chased a (Panzl) Staudacher S-330 which is parked in his hangar in Houston Texas. Last year he was able to compete in 2
contests at the advanced level. He is currently living in the
bay area on a temporary assignment until at least the fall of
2006. He would like to purchase some time in a local airplane and make a contest or two this season.

Rick lives in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and plans to continue
training in King City late this year and early next year as winter weather in Wisconsin does not allow for much aerobatic
flying. He will be participating in aerobatic competitions in
the midwest this summer and perhaps another California con-

Melissa Andrzejewski
A native of Pittsburgh, Melissa was introduced to aviation
and aerobatics by her flying grandmother in a Cessna 150
Aerobat. She
currently lives
in Prescott,
Arizona . She
has been seen
on the aerobatic contest
scene before
flying her Pitts
SC2 and competed at the
Advanced
level. She has
recently upgraded to Zivco Edge 540 and plans to compete in
Unlimited. Look out!

test in the fall. "I have already met some great guys from
chapter 38 and look forward to flying with them later this
year. Besides the thrill of competing, I really enjoy the camaraderie that comes from hanging out with guys that share the
same passion for flying as I do."
May 2006
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Pictures
(All but one at Tracy)
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Examples include:

Che Barnes
• Aircraft maintenance practices
• Personal fitness/fatigue
• Pre-flight of the aircraft, weather/airspace briefing
• Currency and experience (when is the last time you have
flown?)
• Planned fuel margins

This article is about ideas that I have gotten from others and is
not my original work. It is another way of looking at something that, at the least, we all know intuitively. Hopefully, it
will give you an opportunity to reflect on your own personal
safety standards.
As pilots, we are faced with the fact that there is constant potential for error. The facts are, weather changes, all pilots
make mistakes, and sometimes airplanes don’t work as advertised. Whether it is a tired pilot on the ground pulling his
airplane into another or someone at the top of their game dealing with a sudden engine failure in flight, sometimes things
line up just perfectly enough to create an accident.

Once we strap in, in-flight techniques and decision making
make up the rest. Some examples:
• Reaction to symptoms of a malfunction
• Flight profiles (ie min bail out altitudes, dead stick range
versus suitable landing areas)
• Pilot technique/skill
When monitoring your accident prevention model do not just focus on
each layer, but be aware of how they
play out together. For example, if you
have to rely on just pilot skill (ie you
have to fly at your 100% ability) to
keep you from an accident, then
chances are you made some decisions
earlier that incorporated higher risk.
Someone may accept flying when
tired. Maybe someone is OK with
botching a maneuver pretty badly.
But, when someone is tired, then starts
botching maneuvers, they should be
very aware of what is happening.

The key is, every decision we make
changes the odds. You owe it to yourself to be well aware of them. For example, someone may decide to not put
more gas in the aircraft because there
is enough for a 10 minute flight to get
critiqued and still have adequate VFR
This picture was lifted from a Coast Guard safety lecture
reserves. Is that the end of the thought
process? If you did this, you just gave an accident a little
Take a look at the picture above. This is a depiction of our
more opportunity. If all other aspects of you model were perenvironment and what happens when there is an accident. As
fect, you might accept the risk. The key is awareness. What
you can see, an accident trajectory needs to make it through
if you had a fuel leak? What if your elevator torque tube
multiple layers of “Swiss Cheese” or safety layers before it
broke and you needed time to figure something out? I am not
becomes an actual event. This is another description of the
saying everyone should top off on fuel when they fly, but they
“error chain” that leads to an accident. Each safety layer is an
should be aware of the impact of every decision they make
opportunity to prevent the mishap. Whether you know it or
and decide if they are comfortable with the odds.
not, each pilot has a certain amount of control over these
safety layers. Depending on the size of the holes and how any
Accidents don’t happen often. But, when they do, it may be
of safety layers we keep in our own personalized model, the
the little things that make or break the final outcome. Take a
smaller the odds are against an accident.
look at your personal safety layer model and hedge your bets.
Some of the decisions we make well before we strap into the
aircraft are the beginning layers of this model.

May 2006

- Che
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IAC Chapter 38 Season Event Calendar
Sal Webber
MAY
4-6
LA Gold Cup. Apple Valley Airport (APV) CA.
Contest is sponsored by Chapter 49, all classes flown.
14

21

24-25

IAC Chapter 38 Monthly meeting, 2-4 pm. Attitude Aviation, Livermore Airport (LVK)

Beaver State Regional. Pendleton Airport (PDT)
OR. This contest is sponsored by Chapter 77 All
classes flown.

26-27 Aspen Leaf Acro Challenge. Sterling Municipal
Airport (STK) CO. This contest is sponsored by
Chapter 12 All classes flown

Chapter Critique Session. Tracy

Happiness is Delano. Delano Airport (DLO) CA.
This contest is sponsored by Chapter 49 in scenic
Delano, CA. All classes flown.

26-27 Rocky Mountain Aerobatic Challenge Sterling Municipal Airport (STK). Sponsored by Chapter 12 All
Classes flown.

30

JUNE
3
Chapter Critique Session. Calavaras County. Lead
in practice sessions to the big one, “El PASO.”

SEPTEMBER
1-2
Happiness is Delano continued. Competition, all
classes flown
10
IAC Chapter 38 Monthly meeting, 2-4 pm. Attitude Aviation, Livermore Airport (LVK). Club updates
24-29 IAC National Aerobatic Championship. Grayson
County Airport (GYI) TX. This contest is sponsored
by the IAC All Categories flown

3

AWAC Fundraiser for Todd Whitmer. Pine
Mountain Lake Airport (E45)

8-10

Apple Cup. Ephrata Airport (EPH) WA. Contest is
sponsored by Chapter 67 All Classes flown.

11-12 Chapter Critique Session & IAC Chapter 38
Monthly Meeting, 2-4 pm. Tracy. Final practice for
the total domination of our own contest, Club updates.
Last minute planning for Paso.
15-17 Northern California Aerobatic Championship.
Paso Robles Airport (PRB) CA. This contest is sponsored by Chapter 38 in beautiful Paso Robles, CA.
Centrally located for both Northern and Southern pilots. Paso has a lot to offer everyone. All Classes
flown.
JULY
9
IAC Chapter 38 Monthly meeting, 2-4 pm. Attitude
Aviation, Livermore Airport (LVK). Post Paso Party!
AUGUST
13
IAC Chapter 38 Monthly meeting, 2-4 pm. Attitude
Aviation, Livermore Airport (LVK)Club updates

OCTOBER
8
IAC Chapter 38 Monthly meeting, 2-4 pm. Attitude Aviation, Livermore Airport (LVK).
12-14 Borrego Springs Akrofest. Borrego Springs Airport (L08) CA. Contest is sponsored by Chapter 36
All categories flown.
NOVEMBER
3-5
Tequila Cup. Marana Airport, (AVQ) Tucson, AZ.
Contest is sponsored by Chapter 62 All classes
flown
12
IAC Chapter 38 Monthly meeting, 2-4 pm. Attitude Aviation, Livermore Airport (LVK)
DECEMBER
1-2
Arizona State Aerobatic Championship. Coolidge
Municipal Airport (P08) AZ. Contest is sponsored
by Chapter 69.

Cory Lovell, Brett Goldsmith, and
Dave Watson
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Airshow Report
First Day
5/20/2006
5/26/2006
5/27/2006
6/3/2006
6/9/2006
6/10/2006
6/11/2006
6/17/2006
6/17/2006
6/24/2006
6/24/2006
8/19/2006
8/26/2006
9/30/2006
9/30/2006
10/4/2006
10/7/2006
10/7/2006
10/13/2006
10/14/2006
10/28/2006

May 2006

Last
5/21/2006
5/28/2006
5/28/2006
6/4/2006
6/11/2006
6/10/2006
6/11/2006
6/17/2006
6/18/2006
6/24/2006
6/25/2006
8/20/2006
8/27/2006
10/1/2006
10/1/2006
10/4/2006
10/8/2006
10/8/2006
10/15/2006
10/15/2006
10/29/2006

Airshow
Planes of Fame Airshow 2006
Watsonville Fly-In & Air Show
"World's Smallest Airshow" Brian Ranch Airport,
Beale AFB Open House
Golden West EAA Regional Fly-in
Hemet-Ryan Air Show
Rockin' AirFest
Father's Day Air Show and Fly In
Vertical Challenge Helicopter Show
American Heroes Airshow
Ramona Air Fair
Wings Over Wine Country Air Show
Thunder Over the Valley
California International Airshow Salinas
Redding Air Show
Mojave Airshow
Fleet Week San Francisco
NAS P. Mugu Airshow
MCAS Miramar Air Show MCAS
Travis Air Expo
Edwards AFB Airshow and Open House
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City
Chino Airport
Watsonville
Llano
Beale AFB
Marysville
Hemet
Van Nuys
Fresno
San Carlos
Los Angeles
Ramona
Santa Rosa
Santa Maria
Salinas
Redding
Mojave
San Francisco
NAS Pt. Mugu
Miramar
Travis AFB
Edwards AFB

CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
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IAC Chapter 38 Membership Application/Renewal Form
Name:

Spouse:

Address:

City:

State:

Home Phone:

Work Phone:

E-mail 1:

E-mail 2:

IAC #:

EAA #:
EAA Expiration Date:

Certificate #:
Judge:
Competition:

Zip:

 Regional
 None

 National
 Basic

 Sportsman

 Intermediate

Aircraft:

 Advanced

 Unlimited

N #:

Referred By:
Dues:

 Single Membership ($25/year)

 Family Membership ($30/year)

Send with check, made payable to “International Aerobatic Club Chapter 38”, to:
Howard Kirker, IAC38 Treasurer - 2279 Ocaso Camino - Fremont, CA 94539

Che Barnes
Editor, IAC 38
2233 Leavenworth St.
San Francisco, CA 94133

Chapter Meeting:
Sunday May 14th, 2006, 2 pm
Attitude Aviation
Livermore Airport
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