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President’s Report

Jake, Eric and Beth at the IAC Pavilion, OSH 2012

Oshkosh From the Inside
In 2012, I attended AirVenture for the first
time. I’d been a pilot for one year. I had just
flown in my first aerobatic competition
weekend prior. Dazed, I arrived at Oshkosh.
Showing up with a backpack and sleeping
bag, I had no plans of where to stay or what to
do. I flung myself into the fast-moving current
that is AirVenture, surrendering to the
spontaneity of a wild ride.
Magic appeared immediately. A friend had
flown his Cessna from Modesto and offered
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me camping under a wing. Jake Carter and
Eric Ostrom, two new friends from the IAC
chapter I had just joined hung out with me on
the porch of the IAC Pavilion every day
watching the airshows. I attended forums led
by Bob Hoover, Rod Machado, Bud Anderson,
Sean D. Tucker and Chesley Sullunberger. I
met more people at the WomenVenture
breakfast and IAC Member Gathering dinner.
After roaming Wittman field for four days, I
was stupefied by the sights and sounds of
non-stop aviation adventure.
(continued)

Fast-forward three years later. Invited to
attend AirVenture as a member of the EAA
press, I jumped at the opportunity. Since April
2014, I have been writing a column and
feature articles for Sport Aerobatics magazine.
My writing caught the attention of the
publisher of EAA’s Sport Aviation magazine
and he asked if I’d write for them. My debut
article was the cover of the July 2015 issue,
featuring Italian aerobatic glider pilot Luca
Bertossio, who made his Oshkosh airshow
debut this year. My mission at AirVenture 2015
was to collect stories to write for Sport Aviation
magazine over the next year. And have fun.
This experience was totally different from the
previous Oshkosh. I had a roof over my head,
a golf cart and a press pass. I was working.
Although publisher Jim Busha put no pressure
on me to produce a lot of stories, I felt obliged
to be a good return on EAA’s investment. As
president of IAC38, I was invited to EAA
chapter leader events. The IAC Pavilion at
Oshkosh underwent a $25,000 renovation this
year in honor of the 70th Anniversary of the
Pitts Special and I spent time there playing
aerobatic ambassador.
Magic of an entirely different variety
manifested. I got to see the “behind the
s c e n e s ” w o r k i n g s o f A i r Ve n t u r e : t h e
journalists, editors, photographers, pilots and
airplanes. Everyone is here for that one
exalted week, working together with the goal
to tell the stories and record the ten thousand
reverberations that beat the pulse of general
aviation.
As I buzzed through each day connecting,
interviewing and photographing, I felt like I
was part of a tribe that I suddenly realized had
been missing all my life. After graduating
college with a degree in English, I abandoned
writing. I didn’t know quite what to do with it.
Writing got relegated to journal entries,
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travelogues and the occasional inspired
project. But writing stayed insistent: haunting,
beckoning, cajoling in a singsong way to come
out and play.
Aviation gave me a reason to write. To
somehow try to express in words the sublime
experience of flight. Of what is means to be a
pilot with its corresponding privileges and
responsibilities. Attempting to convey the
exhilaration and freedom of soaring through
blue air. Describing how you never, ever see
the world the same way again.
Each fine morning at Oshkosh, I walked into
the AV Today building and my heart
overflowed with tender affection as I watched
my colleagues (my colleagues!) earnestly
broadcasting their stories via newspaper,
website, radio, social media, video and
photography. The insistent drumbeat never
stopped: tell the story, tell the story, tell the
story.
I’m still telling the stories. And not just in
writing. I’ll be speaking about unusual attitude,
spin recovery training, aerobatics, and the IAC
this October to two EAA chapters: Oakdale
and Concord. I’ve been sharing my story of
achieving wildly improbable goals and
shattering perceived limitations with female
veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan conflicts
who struggle with Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder. I was recently informed that I’ve
been selected to speak next March at the
Women in Aviation International conference in
Nashville.
These conversations are not just about
aerobatics, or even aviation:
“Once we believe in ourselves, we can risk
curiosity, wonder, spontaneous delight, or
any experience that reveals the human
spirit.” - e.e. cummings

Happiness Is Delano

IAC38: Delano's highest scoring chapter

Chapter 26 hosted a fantastic contest over Labor Day weekend at Delano. With 38 pilots
competing, it was the largest California contest in the past two years. The weather gods
cooperated with positively frigid temperatures (for Delano): high 80's to mid 90's. Thanks to
contest director Stephen de la Cruz and all the volunteers who made the magic happen.
Chapter 38 was honored to win the highest scoring chapter award. 16 pilots represented
from IAC38. You guys made me proud. Nice flying everyone!
To view the results, click on the link below.
https://iaccdb.iac.org/contests/492

(photos continued on following pages)
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Bountiful IAC38 glory
4

hayride!

Judging Team Extraordinnaire: Peter, Brennon, Howard
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Evil and Wilder

IAC38 September Meeting: TCY Critique
Day!
Runway 30/12 is due to open on September 25 and IAC38 will be out in force Saturday,
September 26 for a pre-Borrego critique day.
When: Saturday, 9/26, starting at 10 a.m. (weather day Sunday, 9/27)
Email bethestanton@gmail.com to reserve your space.
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KLVK is having a 50th Birthday Party
The 19th annual KLVK Airport Open House and Airshow is Saturday, October 3, 2015
from 10-4. Check out the website for details:
http://www.cityoflivermore.net/citygov/pw/public_works_divisions/airport/openhouse/
default.asp
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ATTENTION BIPLANE PILOTS!
Register for the Biplane Display
Livermore Open House
Saturday, October 3, 2015

Nothing strikes up nostalgic feelings for the Golden Age of aviation quite like a
biplane. Antique, new, rare, experimental, aerobatic …. LVK has them all!
Call or email to register for your spot and help bring the Golden Age back to life!

Registration deadline Friday, August 21, 2015
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IAC	
  38	
  +	
  EAA	
  90	
  Are	
  Having	
  a	
  Party	
  
(Well,	
  OK,	
  a	
  Meeting)
What is better than breakfast at the airport, talking about how
awesome aerobatics is to an enthralled audience, showing
your beautiful acro plane to some eager pilots, demonstrating
aerobatics, then topping it off with a big old barbeque lunch?
Not much.
Come on out to Oakdale airport (O27) on Saturday, October
17, 2015 and join IAC38 and EAA 90. It promises to be great
day of camaraderie and fun with local pilots.
Breakfast: 9:00
Meeting: 10:00, IAC38 President Beth Stanton, guest speaker
Aerobatic demonstrations: 11-2
BBQ lunch: 11-2.
RSVP to bethestanton@gmail.com.
Making friends is fun. Help us spread the acro love.
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Surviving the Bailout

Nigel Hopkins, the South African National
Aerobatic Champion, was flying in France
the week prior to the World Aerobatic
Championships in his MX2. During a
practice flight, his plane suffered a
catastrophic structural failure. Here are his
reflections on how he survived this
incident unscathed.

some time out. Although we still wait for the
investigation to hopefully reveal some
answers I have been asked many questions
about what lessons can be learned from it all.
Still trying to make sense of the life lessons
here but we can certainly take some positives
and if the following "article" can save one life
then it will be of service. Please feel free to
share if it may benefit safety within your
operation.

The last few weeks after the incident have
been a bit of a blur and also time to reflect.
I've avoided too much discussion mainly to
stay away from sensationalism and to take

Evidence or Scenario based training, touch
drills or muscle memory. Whichever way one
looks at it, as Pilots, there comes a time where
dynamic decision-making and instinctive
reactions are required to handle an

By Nigel Hopkins
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unexpected situation. For many years the
industry has developed decision-making and
risk management tools, which hopefully
become ingrained as actions rather than
checks! Over the last few years the industry
has focused on handling the startle factor.
Loss of control in flight is aviations biggest
threat and current upset training programs
have highlighted the need for a strategy to
assist in handling the startle factor and
applying time critical handling procedures to
regain control.
Over the past few weeks I have been asked
many questions about the thought process
and actions after the structural failure of my
aircraft. What went through your mind? You
must have got one serious fright? Did you do
specific bail out training? Do you believe your
previous sky diving experience helped? What
training do you think we should do now? So if I
may, I will share some of the answers and
thought processes with you. Have a little
thought about your own activities and flying
operations and consider how these could
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relate to your own preparedness and decision
making processes. As for my aerobatic friends
if these answers can save just one life then
the job is done!
As a start, there was no warning of any failure.
There was a loud bang followed by a loss of
control, STARTLE FACTOR! There are times,
as with a structural failure where the
assessment of the failure is easy, time is
critical. In this instance muscle memory was
key! There was no time or need for checklist
procedures. Unlatch the canopy, release the
seat belts, evacuate the plane, locate and pull
the ripcord. A scenario played out on
occasions but I have to admit there was never
specific training for this kind of scenario.
Within about 5 seconds I found myself
hanging under a parachute, something I
always considered to be a very expensive
cushion and certainly had no expectation of
using. Now what? It took a few seconds to
realize the extent of what had just happened,
it had been 24 years since my last parachute
jump, and that one was intentional! Although

there was a huge feeling of relief there were
also some questions, do I have control of this
round parachute, which way is the wind
blowing, where am I going to land and how
hard will the touchdown be?
So what can Aerobatic Pilots do to prepare
themselves? Is there a strategy or touch drill
exercise or can we develop an emergency
checklist? There is no substitute for actual
experience so a skydiving course is obviously
first prize!

you secure the parachute, before climbing in
to the plane, grab and feel the position of the
ripcord and have a mental picture of how you
will pull it. When you fasten your seatbelts
ensure that they do not obstruct or interfere
with the parachute. Test the operation of the
canopy latch system and if fitted locate the
quick release mechanism. As you close the
canopy before start do a quick touch drill by
locating the canopy latches, the seatbelts and
the ripcord! After shutdown this is the perfect
opportunity to practice the procedure for real.
Open the canopy, release the seatbelts, stand
up and locate the ripcord!

1. Equip yourself and know your safety
equipment:
Parachutes are designed to be lifesavers so
As far as the actual bailout goes every
equip yourself with a life saving tool and
scenario will be different. Some have had to
ensure that you look after it. The fact that we
physically stand up and oppose the forces of
sit on these devices means
an unstable aircraft and
they need to be inspected
and repacked regularly. As a start, there was no warning of then have to jump clear.
Manufactures recommend any failure. There was a loud bang The aircraft may very well
followed by a loss of control...
be stable which will make
every 6 months. As the Pilot
the exit easier. It may be
you should inspect the chute
inverted, zero or negatively
regularly by checking the ripcord and pin that
G loaded in which case the Pilot will “float” or
holds in the Pilot chute and ensure they are
be “thrown” from the aircraft as soon as the
not obstructed.
seatbelts are released. These are all
2. Know how to use your safety equipment:
scenarios to consider and have a basic plan
ICARUS AIRWEAR has been responsible for
for. As far as how much altitude is needed,
packing my chute over the last 5 years.
once again every situation is different based
Something that they insisted on is that I
on the stability of the aircraft at the time. But
deliver the chute myself, that I physically pull
one thing is for sure, if you are not ready, or
the ripcord and release the Pilot chute when I
stay with the aircraft, the outcome is not going
arrive. Two reasons for this, firstly I now know
to be favorable. You cannot avoid the startle
that they will have to repack it, but more
factor, especially when you are in another
importantly it’s the only opportunity to develop
state of mind such as focusing on the
a muscle memory of locating the cord,
maneuver you're about to do, there is little
understanding how to pull it, with which hand
opportunity to mitigate that but how you react
and also how far I need to pull it for the cord to
in the time constraints is paramount to survival
release the chute!
in some cases. Life is risky, the things we
- Strapping in and Unstrapping:
choose to do in life are risky but how we
Here is an opportunity to develop that muscle
manage the risks is what is important!
memory. Always ensure that your parachute is
Remember, Confidence comes from discipline
fitted properly and the straps are secure. After
and Training!
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October 3, KLVK 50th Birthday, Airport Day and airshow
October 8-10, Borrego Akrofest, Borrego Valley, L08
October 10, Oakdale Airport Appreciation Day Open House, 10-3
October 17, Oakdale EAA Chapter 90 meeting, guest speakers and
aerobatic demonstrations by IAC38. Breakfast: 9 a.m., Meeting 10
a.m., Aerobatic demonstrations 11-2, BBQ lunch 11-2. All are welcome!
October 28, Corcord EAA Chapter 393 Meeting, Guest speaker Beth
presenting on aerobatics and the IAC.
October 24-25, RED OCTOBER, IAC38 chapter meeting/BBQ/
campout/ sleepover at Half Moon Bay, KHAF. More details coming
soon.
November 22, IAC38 chapter meeting

IAC38 2015 Calendar

September 26, IAC38 TCY critique day/chapter meeting, starting at 10
a.m.

December 6, IAC38 Holiday Party of Mayhem

We are a very diverse group of people with a lot of interesting stories to be told, and I
solicit your input. Submissions are welcomed. We’re not trying to win a Pulitzer Prize
here, so don’t be intimidated by a perceived lack of writing skills. If you have a story, or
an idea for one, please submit it! If you would like an article to be in the next issue
please submit within the week following the monthly meeting.
Dave Williams, dw370@comcast.net

13

Chapter 38 would like to extend a very special thank you to Evan and Zoe Peers of Air
Space Media. Contact:
Evan Peers, Airspace Media
www.airspacemedia.com
www.facebook.com/airspace1
650-868-8998
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Editor’s note
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Proud sponsor of the 2015 California contest season

2014 IAC Chapter 38 team
Beth Stanton, president
Dave Watson, vice president
Howard Kirker, treasurer
Tom Myers, secretary
Directors: Chris Combs, Mike Eggen, Marian Harris
Webmaster/email list: Brett Goldsmith
Newsletter editor, Dave Williams
Membership,David Manuel
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JOIN / RENEW
In addition to helping support all the activities of our chapter, IAC Chapter 38 membership is
an insurance requirement if you want to fly in the box at Tracy for critique days. If you are
receiving this newsletter and you know you need to get your membership updated, here are
several ways to do it:
-sign up here for the International Aerobatic Club: https://www.iac.org/roll-us-join-or-renew
-sign up here IAC38 (using PayPal): http://www.iac38.org
-sign up at our next chapter meeting, we accept cash, check and credit card
-Fill out this form and mail it to Howard with your check:

!
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